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REACT International is looking for a Editor for The REACTer! This position offers a nominal 
salary, which will be determined at the time of hire. The successful candidate will have 
excellent writing skills, the ability to collect information and news, particularly Team 
News, for the magazine, and be able to work either with Adobe InDesign, Adobe Page-
maker. The REACTer is the primary communications tool between the members and  

REACT International and so plays a very important part in the organization. 

Contact REACT International Office at (301) 316-2900 or email at RI.HQ@REACTIntl.org

The REACTer (ISSN 1055-9167) is 
the official publication of REACT 
International, Inc., a non-profit 

public service corporation.  

©2024 REACT International, Inc.
All Rights Reserved, print or  

electronic.  

John Capodanno 
Editor  

DEADLINE: 15th of the 
Month prior to publication 
(i.e: September 15th  for 

October issue, etc)

REACT International, Inc.  
Post Office Box 21064 

Glendale, CA 91221-5164 
(866) 732-2899 (US Only)

(301) 316-2900 (International)

Your article and photo  
submissions are vital to our  

success! Articles, high resolution 
photos and inquiries about  
advertising in The REACTer  

can be emailed to: 
edtor@theREACTer.com  

The REACTer magazine is available 
and open to all interested  
persons at: www.thereacter.com  

REACT Teams and Councils may 
reproduce articles and inforation 

from The REACTer with  
appropriate sourcing and credit.  

Opinions expressed in The  
REACTer are those of the authors 

and, unless specified, do not  
necessarily reflect those of  
REACT International, Inc.  

Unless otherwise specified,  
photos are from the REACT Team 

featured in the accompanying  
article or from  REACT  

International  

Editor's Position 
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North Carolina Team active with 
PD, assists in Search for Suspect 
in Vehicle 
Submitted by Jay Flora, Chief 
Cleveland County REACT, NC 

On June 19th, Jay Flora of Cleveland County 
REACT was called out by the Shelby NC Po-
lice Department to assist in traffic control 
during an event that included a search for a 
car and driver that had led the PD on a chase. 

CCR was asked to block Highway 74 West-
bound at Charles Rd in Shelby to assist in the 
search for the vehicle. 

Jay Flora, Chief of CCR said the team was 
out on the event for 3 hours.  

Cleveland County REACT has an extremely 
good working relationship with the Shelby 
PD, working with them on many types of 
events, including this type. 

Assists with July 4th Event 

Chief Flora reports, “I had a good time hang-
ing out with Chief Fraser and the officers of 
Shelby Police, helping with the 4th of July 

fireworks celebration at the Shelby City Park. 

After it was over I helped with traffic, getting 
cars out of Shelby City Park. I had a man ask 
me about REACT. He told me he heard about 
REACT on his scanner over the Shelby Po-
lice Channel, when they call out REACT to 
help them, so we may be getting a new mem-
ber. He used to Police Officer. 

I was0 at the Shelby City Park from 6:45 PM 
to 11:30 PM. 

Texas Team Helps Local Authori-
ties with Many Events 
Submitted by Don Ingram 
MCTX REACT, TX 

The Hondo Downtown Dine Out occured on 
Saturday October 12th 2024 .  This is where 
the Hondo Chamber of Commerce shuts 
down an entire block of downtown Hondo 
and holds a fundraiser steak dinner, auction 
and has a live band for approx 160 partici-
pants.  

MCTX REACT worked with the Medina 
County Office of Emergency Management 
monitoring traffic around the event and en-
suring safety of the guests at the event. 



The Castroville National Night Out that oc-
curred Tuesday October 1st 2024.  We part-
nered with the Castroville Police Department 
and provided extra eyes and ears to help en-
sure the safety of everybody attending the 
event.  You can see our honorary Operator, 
Delilah Ingram, giving the fire hose a try with 
the assistance from firefighters from Medina 
County ESD 1 Fire & EMS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hondo-ween 2024 

 
Hondo-ween is an event we worked which is 
a trunk or treat type event in Hondo Texas 
where all local government agencies and 
businesses set up to pass out candy to the lo-
cal kids and families.  This year we set up our 
tent and handed out candy to over 700 trick 
or treaters.  We also had Operators on hand to 
provide extra eyes and ears to keep the event 
safe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future REACTer or First Responder? 

 
 

 



HALLOWEEN !! 



Multiple NYC Area Teams assist 

with NYC Marathon 
Submitted by Chris Wiackley 

Richmond County REACT 

NYC MARATHON 2024 
 
These 3 NYC Teams provided mutual aid during 
the New York City marathon: 
 
RICHMOND COUNTY REACT TEAM 6269 
EMERGENCY RADIO LONG ISLAND REACT 
TEAM 6276 
BRONX COUNTY REACT TEAM 6280 

Each Team covered a different mile along the 26.2-
mile race course. The Teams were responsible for 
ensuring the safety of the Runners, Integrity of the 
race and observing everything as an added set of 
eyes for both Law Enforcement and all the other 
government agencies involved in this 8+ hour race. 
 
Teams arrived as early as 02:00, with most arriving 
around the 06:00 – 08:00 period. They were re-
leased from the race after the last major group of 
runners and the “Sweep Buses,” used for picking 
up runners who retired from the race, passed their 
respective miles.  
 
 
 

Safety: 
Approximately 53,000 runners crossed the Verraza-
no Bridge and made their way through the other 
four boroughs of New York, crossing the finish line 
in Central Park. REACT Teams kept in constant 
contact with Net Control located at the Race Com-
munications Center (RCC). In addition, members 
of the Ham Radio Operators group were ensconced 
in the NYPD Emergency Operations Center. 

Safety included notifying the RCC of injuries and 
Runners who retired from the Race, notifying Law 
Enforcement or other agencies of issues that were 
impacting the race way, from garbage strewn on the 
pavement to spectators crossing the street while 
runners were passing. 
 
Integrity: 
In the 1980 Boston Marathon, Rosie Ruiz started 
the event and took alternate transportation to rejoin 
the race at the end and claimed victory. 
 
Con’t next page  
 
 
 



To that end, REACT Team members, and the other 
Ham Radio Operators reported to the RCC leaders 
of the first 4 waves of participants, the two handicap 
waves, as well as the premier Women and Men’s 
waves.  

This way, the RCC and the New York Road Run-
ners knew that racer XYZ had been at each mile of 
the race. 

It was truly an experience like no other, and proba-
bly the largest group of Ham Radio and GMRS Op-
erators, approximately 260 men and women, work-
ing any event. 

ANNOUNCING A NEW CONTEST! 

BEST LOOKING 

REACT  TEAM WEBSITE 

Do you have a Team Website?? Is it an 

awesome website that you are proud of? 

Submit pictures of your website to: 

 REACT International 

Please E-Mail Us 

Contest@REACTIntl.org 

Winner will be picked during Annual Meeting 2025



Pictures from the Florida HamFest 
Submitted by Joe Zych 

Region 3 Director 

Joe Zych, Region 3 Director recently attended the Florida Hamfest. These are some pictures 
from that event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

MINUTES  
REACT International Board Meeting  

August 27, 2023  
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. PDT via Zoom teleconference., by Chairman Capodanno.   
 
 Roll call was taken by Chairman Capodanno, Minutes Taken by Lorinda Fong. 

 
 

Directors:      Officers: 
R1 – John Mahon - Present    President – John Capodanno - Present 
R2 – Vacant     Executive Vice President – Christopher Wiackley – Present 
R3 – Joe Zych - Present   Secretary – Lorinda Fong - Present 
R4 – Matthew Vizzuso -Absent  Assistant Secretary – Vacant 
R5 – Vacant     Treasurer – Russ Dunn - Present   
R6 – Russ Dunn - Present     Assistant Treasurer – Vacant 
R7 – Jerry Jones – Present    

R8 – John Capodanno - Present   Guests Present: 
R9 – Ravindranath Goswami – Present Jay Flora, William Stanley, Ray Lum. 
 
It was confirmed that a Quorum was established. 
 
 

Approval of Agenda 

Director Zych moved to accept the agenda, second by Director Mahon. 
R1-Y R3-Y R6-Y R7-Y R8-Y R9-Y Motion Passed. 
 

Approval of Minutes 

Director Jones moved to approve the minutes from June 30, 2023, second by Director Mahon. 
R1-Y R3-Y R6-Y R7-Y R8-Y R9-Y Motion Passed. 
 

New Business 

2024 REACT Dues (Tabled Until August 30, 2023, Meeting) 
 

Next Meeting 

August 31, 2023  
 

Adjournment 

Director Capodanno moved to adjourn at 7:54 PM PDT, second by Director Jones. 
R1-Y R3-Y R6-Y R7-Y R8-Y R9-Y Motion Passed. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Lorinda Fong 
Secretary 



 

 

MINUTES  
REACT International Board Meeting  

August 31, 2023 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. PDT via Zoom teleconference., by Chairman Capodanno.   
 
 Roll call was taken by Chairman Capodanno, Minutes Taken by Lorinda Fong. 

 
 

Directors:      Officers: 
R1 – John Mahon - Present    President – John Capodanno - Present 
R2 – Vacant     Executive Vice President – Christopher Wiackley – Present 
R3 – Joe Zych - Present   Secretary – Lorinda Fong - Present 
R4 – Matthew Vizzuso -Present  Assistant Secretary – Vacant 
R5 – Vacant     Treasurer – Russ Dunn - Absent   
R6 – Russ Dunn - Absent   Assistant Treasurer – Vacant 
R7 – Jerry Jones – Present    

R8 – John Capodanno - Present   Guests Present: 
R9 – Ravindranath Goswami – Present Keim Shirley, Tracy Corillo, June McCollough, Roger 

McCollough, Mary Hicks, William Stanley, Mary Bolton. 
 
It was confirmed that a Quorum was established. 
 
 

Approval of Agenda 

Director Mahon moved to accept the agenda, second by Director Zych. 
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R7-Y R8-Y R9-Y Motion Passed. 
 

Approval of Minutes 

Director Jones moved to approve the minutes from August 27, 2023, second by Director Vizzuso. 
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R7-Y R8-Y R9-Y Motion Passed. 
 

USA/Canada Dues 

Director Jones moved to make all USA/Canada dues $35.00 per member and $12.00. For Liability Insurance 
per member. No Early bird special, all memberships expire December 31, 2023. seconded by Director Mahon. 
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R7-Y R8-Y R9-Y Motion Passed. 
 

International Dues 

International dues had no change. $5.00 Early bird special received before December 31, 2023. 
 

Adjournment 

Director Mahon moved to adjourn at 6:50 PM PDT, second by Director Vizzuso. 
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R7-Y R8-Y R9-Y Motion Passed. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Lorinda Fong 
Secretary 



MINUTES 
REACT International Annual Board Meeting 

March 30, 2024 
 

 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. PDT via Zoom teleconference., by Chairman Capodanno. Roll call was 
taken by Chairman Capodanno, Minutes Taken via Recording Secretary Lorinda Fong. 
 
Directors:       Officers: 
R1 – John Mahon - Present     President – John Capodanno - Present 
R2 – Vacant       Executive Vice President – Christopher Wiackley – Present 
R3 – Joe Zych - Present     Secretary – Lorinda Fong - Excused 
R4 – Matthew Vizzuso -Present    Assistant Secretary – Vacant 
R5 – Vacant       Treasurer – Russ Dunn - Present  
R6 – Russ Dunn - Present     Assistant Treasurer – Vacant  
R7 – Jerry Jones – Present  
R8 – John Capodanno - Present    Guests Present:  
R9 – Ravindranath Goswami – Absent    None  

It was confirmed that a Quorum was established.  
 
 Approval of Agenda 
Director Mahon moved to accept the agenda, second by Director Vizzuso.  
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R6-Y R7-Y R8-Y  
Motion Passed.  
 
 Approval of Minutes  
Director Vizzuso moved to approve the minutes from August 31, 2023, second by Director Zych. 
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R6-Y R7-Y R8-Y 
Motion Passed.  
 
 Trademark  
Received from USPO “REACT” Mark was accepted and renewed 
 
 REACT Logo  
Director Jones moved to send cease and desist letter to Ron Mc Craken and Will Stanley for unauthorize use and modifi-
cation of REACT Logo. seconded by Director Vizzuso.  
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R6-Y R7-Y R8-Y  
Motion Passed.  

 REIT  
Director Dunn moves Not to sell REIT wait until 3rd quarter it will be going public and could be going up in value. Se-
conded by Director Vizzuso.  
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R6-Y R7-N R8-Y  
Motion Passed.  
 
 Elections of Officers  
The Chairman opened the floor for nominations for President. Director Zych nominated Mr. Capodanno. There were no 
further nominations and Mr. Capodanno was reelected unanimously. The Chairman opened the floor for nominations for 
Executive Vice President. Director Dunn nominated Mr. Wiackley. There were no further nominations and Mr. Wiack-
ley was re-elected unanimously.  



The Chairman opened the floor for nominations for Secretary. Director Capodanno nominated Ms. Fong. There were no 
further nominations and Ms. Fong was reelected unanimously.  
 
The Chairman opened the floor for nominations for Treasurer. Director Vizzuso nominated Mr. Dunn. There were no 
further nominations and Mr. Dunn was reelected unanimously.  
 
 Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman  
The Chairman opened the floor for nominations for chairman. Director Mahon nominated Mr. Capodanno. There were 
no further nominations and Mr. Capodanno was reelected unanimously. The Chairman opened the floor for nominations 
for vice chairman. Director Vizzuso nominated Mr. Zych. There were no further nominations and Mr. Zych was elected 
unanimously.  

 Committees 
The Board Finance Committee was recreated with Mr. Dunn Chairman. Committee members Mr. Capodanno, Mr. Ma-
hon.  
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R6-Y R7-Y R8-Y 
Motion Passed.  
 
The Office Review Committee was recreated with Mr. Goswami Chairman. Committee members Mr. Zych, Mr. Mahon  
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R6-Y R7-Y R8-Y  
Motion Passed.  
 
The membership committee was recreated with Mr. Goswami Chairman. Committee members Mr. Capodanno, Mr. 
Zych, Mr. Vizzuso.  
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R6-Y R7-Y R8-Y  
Motion Passed.  
 
 Life Member Chairman  
Nomination was received for Life Member Chairman, Christopher Wiackley was the single candidate. Director Capo-
danno moved to accept Christopher Wiackley as Life Member Chairman for one year term, second by Director Vizzuso 
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R6-Y R8-Y 
Motion Passed.  

 Next Meeting  
June 30, 2024  
 
 Adjournment 
Director Jones moved to adjourn at 6:38 PM PDT, second by Director Dunn.  
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R-6-Y R7-Y R8-Y  
Motion Passed. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lorinda Fong  
Secretary  



 

MINUTES  

REACT International Board Meeting  

June 30, 2024  

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. PDT via Zoom teleconference., by Chairman Capodanno.  
Roll call was taken by Chairman Capodanno, Minutes Taken by Secretary Lorinda Fong.  

Directors:      Officers:  
R1 – John Mahon - Present    President – John Capodanno - Present  
R2 – Vacant Executive     Vice President – Christopher Wiackley – Absent  
R3 – Joe Zych - Absent     Secretary – Lorinda Fong - Present  
R4 – Matthew Vizzuso - Absent    Assistant Secretary – Vacant  
R5 – Vacant      Treasurer – Russ Dunn - Present  
R6 – Russ Dunn - Present     Assistant Treasurer – Vacant  
R7 – Jerry Jones – Present  
R8 – John Capodanno - Present  
      Guests Present: 

      None 

It was confirmed that a Quorum was established.  

 Approval of Agenda  
Director Mahon moved to accept the agenda, second by Director Vizzuso.  
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R6-Y R7-Y R8-Y Motion Passed.  

 Approval of Minutes  
|Director Vizzuso moved to approve the minutes from August 31, 2023, second by Director Zych.  
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R6-Y R7-Y R8-Y Motion Passed.  

 Elections of Directors  
Regions 1,4 & 7 accepted nominations and if nominations are not received by March 15, 2024, the Director’s seat becomes vacant 
for that Region as of close of this meeting.  

Nomination ballots were received for sitting Director of Region 1. John Mahon as the single candidate. Moved by Director Capo-
danno, second by Director Dunn to reseat John Mahon as Director of Region 1 for a (3) year terms, until June 2027.  
R1-Yes, R6-Yes, R7-Yes, R8-Yes Motion passed.  

Nominations ballots were received for sitting Director of Region 4. Matthew Vizzuso as the single candidate. Moved by Director 
Capodanno, second by Director Dunn to reseat Matthew Vizzuso as Director of Region 4 for a (3) year term, until June 2027.  
R1-Yes, R6-Yes, R7-Yes, R8-Yes Motion passed.  

Nominations ballots were received for sitting Director of Region 7. Jerry Jones as the single candidate. Moved by Director Capo-
danno, second by Director Dunn to reseat Jerry Jones as Director of Region 7 for a (3) year term, until June 2027. 
R1-Yes, R6-Yes, R7-Yes, R8-Yes Motion passed.  

 Adjournment  

Director Jones moved to adjourn at 6:15 PM PDT, second by Director Dunn.  
R1-Y R3-Y R4-Y R6-Y R7-Y R8-Y Motion Passed.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lorinda Fong  
Secretary  



TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

 RENEW BEFORE 

DECEMBER 31, 2024 

Get your dues in today and save! 

$$$ Save Money!! 





  Silent Mics 
It is with a heavy heart that we inform the REACT Family of 

the passing of these members 

Kevin W. Dickson 

1964-2024 

Kevin W. Dickson, 59, of Dresden Ohio, died Wednesday morning, 
September 25, 2024, at Altercare of Coshocton, with his loving moth-
er by his side. 

Born October 29, 1964, at Langley Air Force Base, Virginia, to Wayne Dickson and Janet M. 
(McClintock) Dickson. He was a 1984 graduate of Zanesville High School.  Kevin was a practical jokester 
and had a great sense of humor, always telling blind jokes or slipping comments in when he could.  He 
lived life to the fullest with his family. Kevin enjoyed Sunday night BINGO at West Muskingum, dressing 
as Santa Claus at Christmas time, and never missing a homecoming or parade in Dresden, Adamsville, or 
Frazeysburg. He was the founder of the REACT in Dresden over 30 years ago and an honorary fireman 
for the Dresden Fire Department.  Kevin wanted to help others, he did demonstrations and taught children 
in Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts how to live life and maintain independency while being blind. 
He is survived by his mother, Janet M. (McClintock) Dickson and father, Wayne. 

Robert D. Hitch 

1933-2023
Bob was Dallas County REACT Unit 14and was also Executive Vice Presi-
dent of the Team for the past 14 years. He was also a Director for more 25 
years. Bob also served as Maintenance Officer, keeping vehicles and gener-
ators in good working order for over 20 years 

Bob was a Life Member of REACT since the late 70s. He was recommend-
ed by Dallas County REACT for the Frank Jennings Award. 

Our condolences to their families and friends 





THE REACT INTERNATIONAL ZELLO TEAM CHAT!!!! 

• Check-in to the Weekly Net

• Talk to Teams around the World

• Listen to the Latest News from REACT International

• No HAM or GMRS License Required

Send your Zello work request to ZELLO@REACTIntl.org 

• Please include a Valid Email Address

• Cell Phone Number

• Copy of Front/Back of your current REACT International ID Card



TEAMM

I

TNEws 
Is EASY! 

Just follow this guideline ... 
NAME of Person Reporting- TEAM NUMBER- TEAM LOCATION 

DESCRIPTION of ACTIVITIES (Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How) 

Provide this info for each event in your report 

INCLUDE PICTURES-attach them to your email-don't send .PDFs 

(Caption: WHO, WHAT and WHERE each picture shows) 

NAME of Photographer 

SEND the entire report (with pictures attached) to: 

EDITOR@THEREACTER.COM 

�· 
So Easy, even a caveman could do it! (sorry, G eico, I couldn't resist) 

-
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Saturday Zello Net @ 9 p.m. AST (9 p.m. EST 
during Daylight Savings Time, otherwise 8 p.m. 

EST) on REACT MEMBERS CHANNEL 

Download the Zello Walkie-Talkie app for  your  platform.
Create an account with a username (i.e: a call sign) and
password, then add the REACT MEMBERS channel.

Press the Push-to-Talk button to transmit.

VOLUNTEER TO BE A
NET OPERATOR!

REACT INTERNATIONAL
WORLDWIDE
ZELLO NET

Please join us every Saturday night at 9 pm EST
(8 pm during Daylight Savings Time) on the 

REACT MEMBERS
Zello Channel

All Communicators Are Welcome!
NO LICENSE REQUIRED

use your Internet connected computer or smart phone.
The Zello app is available for download from http://www.zello.com

®






