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OPERATION LIFESAVER NEWS

Photo by Paul Brown

Brownwood REACT #C446 recently kicked
off their involvement with Operation Life-
saver by teaming up with their local Jaycees
and starting a combined publicity and educa-
tion campaign

The Operation Lifesaver railroad crossing
is made from plastic pipe, automotive/trailer
lights, and the sign is painted.

They intend to use this as an attention- road; Albert Moore, Member of #C446.
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REACT Members — HAVE YOU RENEWED?

If not, this will be the last issue of the REACTer you will
receive. February 29 is the last day for undecided Members to
renew without interruption of receiving the REACTer. After this

date you may miss the March/April issue.
e e e e —— ey

You don't want to miss the next issue. It will contain pages of

new products shown al the Winter CES Show.
e e ———

Additionally, more Technical Tips will be included.
So don’t miss out . . . renew TODAY with your Team and insist
they get your renewal into REACT International
Headquarters by February 29,

Brown" of the Brownwond Bulletin.

getter in their campaign. Brownwood, Texas,
is 3 rail town serviced by Santa Fe “Paul

Pictured above (left to right on the engine).
Mike Starett, #C446's 1988 President; James
Hallum, Member of #C446. In front (left to
night): Wanda Sorbess, Member of =Ca46;
George Bell, Special Agent, Santa Fe Rail-
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ON THE COVER

REACT was built on mn:ﬂng CB radio for
calls Today this bs the activity practiced
by oon : our Teams according to cur ‘eam sure
vey resulns
Pictwred 0 2 REACT Member monitoring Chan-
nel 9 and taking calls during snowy weather.
Equipment pictured includes Cobra 2000 base,
scanner, CMRS hand held, Antenna Speclalists
“Su Scanmer™ beam antenna control, pager,
dotr local and state maps, monitoring guide, hour
log sheet, call report form, and ke REACTer
magarme

GUESS WHO THEMONITORIS. .. mail the
name and Team on 2 postcard 1o the REAC Ter,
242 Cleveland, Wichita, Kansas 67214 Al cor-
rect entries will be included in a drawing for a
prize. (Member’s Team excluded ) Deadline for
entrics 10 be received is March )

WANTED: black and white, 5” x 7" pictures of
great-looking and functional REACT monitor-
mg set-ups Give details of equipment shown,
your same. Team name and number. Best
enines will be featured in 1t REACT o



HEADQUARTERS REPORT

A Year of Progress
for REACT International

Membership Increases — 1987 ends with
12,670 REACT members as compared to
12,286 for 1986 and 13,107 for 1988 This
figure includes about 600 members from our
European Team affiliatiwon Addstionally 550
new members were added dunng the August
through October Membership Deve Contest,

New Teams Chartered for 1987 Zoom to 69
— An increase over 1986 by 40 Teams In
1985 only 25 teams were chartered. These
figures don’t include & number of Teams
rechartering!

Financially We Are in the Black fur the
second year ina row. This year we did not dip
into the membership reserve fund which had
been resestablished in full amount, This
represents o complete turnaround from our
previous years” financial problems. [t enables
us toconcentrate more on REACT member-
ship and programs

Many REACT Catalog ltems Have Been
Added or Improved — Such items include:

® The REACT Video

® Lil REACTers

® Life Membership Decals

® Team Banners

® Magaetic Signs

® 25th Anniversary Belt Buckles
® Carland Pen and Pencil Scts

® P'resentation Certificates

® and many more

New Membership Benefits Were Added —
including discounts at Best Western and
Alarno Car Rental Upgrade Certificates. Early
Bird prizes were increased from the previous
year. A Membership Drive contest was spon-
sored by Shakespeare E & F Division providing
a newly designed Shakespeare “Cold Band
— Big Stick™ base antenna per state for the
Team that increased the most members

Teams began receiving o much improved
"Team Topics™ newsletier, 100% member
ship renewal certificates and more feedback
from REACT International.

REACT Publicity Made a Marked Differ-
ence — The 25th Anniversary Convention
reconved itsown ULS. Mostmark Cancellation,
A First®

Radio Shack Honored REACT with & men-
tion i its US. and Canadian RS catalogs.
The REACT International general manager
pave a presentabwn to FEMA and other
interested parties nationwidle via a video con-
ference oo “Volunteerism” from Washing-
ton, D.C. Additionally the FCC, NHTSA and
other related agenvies began tonotice REACT
more from our activities on important mal-
ters. Anevample was the mention of REACT
rpecifacally in the CMRS Consumer Radis
Service Proposal Defeat newsipress redease.

National Advertising Has Begun — In the
latter part of 1987 muore than 900 inquinies
were received about REACT. Many of these
have been passed on to Councls and Teams,
You can see our advertigments in Popelar
Communicotwns and CB VA« More advertise-
ments will be appearingyin 1088

Major REACT Projects Started in 1987
Included the “Monitor @ highway signs
(available from REACT International). Op-
eration Lifesaver: 2 Rail Safety project: and
the Gettang belp b CB Ruilio pamphlet {soon to
be available). Additionally we have embarked
on a major effort to acquire grants to fund
REACT projects and have taken a survey of
REACT Team activities in order to learn
more about what REACT Teams do and to
provide information for a 1988 Team Cone
tact Directory

All of these events are the result of sowr
enthusiasm and help. Many donations were
received as a result of our Jca for new office
equipment. Here the Pennsylvania REACT
Council made a challenge to other Councils
resulting n Councils and Teams donating
more than $2,500. About 30 percent of the
Teams have responded to the Team Survey
providing us valuable insight into the activi-
ties of our Teams.,

The year 1987 may now be over but we are
woking hard to m.\zc REACT great in ‘88!
Thanks to all the REACT Teams, Councils,
ancl Members who made this possible.

Early Bird Prizes were offered for Teams
rencwing before December 31, 1087

Team Officer Bonding Coverage Increased
— Beginning in 1988 our bonding insurance
maximum limit increased to $5,000 from
$2.500. The bonding insurance is to protect
the Team from dishonest acts resulting in
financial loss or liability. There is 2 $100
deductible. This policy coverage is provided
to the North American Teams out of the
Team insurance fee of $26 paid into REACT
International

Team Surveys are Needed — Abour 400
Teams have not returned their Team survey
We need your completed survey as soon as
possible

The survey is for us to learn more about
what our Teams do. This information s a
necessity for REACT International to seck
alternative funding (grants and contribu
tions). Additionally, it will be of great help in
completing a ('umprchvnsw(' Toom Contnt
Dirvctory and in planning new programs and
Lmieds tobenefit REACT Teams and Mem-

rs

Please complete only we survey and returm
it. We will make this information a perma-
nent part of your Team file and update it
cach year.

Thanks to more than 300 Teams who have
responded. Look for the survey results in thy
REACT v 10 learn more about what REACT
Teams do

Ending Statistics for 1987
14 Largest REACT Teams in North America

Rank Members Team
1 o8 C475 — Southwest REACT, San Dsego, Colifornia
2 86 Cé22 — Dallas County REACT, Dallas, Texas
3 69 C373 — REACT of the Golden Cate, San Bruno, California
R 65 3006 — Morrow County REACT, Mt Gilead, Ohio
s 60 C261 — Circle City REACT, Indianapolis, Indiana
6 }m 56 3366 — Ranier REACT, Auburn, Washington
o 56 4208 — Sedgwick County REACT, Wichita, Kansas
7 }“ 49 3866 — Kettle Morrain REACT, Lannon, Wisconsin
7 49 C425 — Tri County REACT, Mercer, Pennsylvania
R }m 46 2600 — Bay Arca Emergency Radio, San Jose, California
8 16 2620 — Oklahoma County REACT, Oklahoma City, Oklaboma
@ 45 C704 — Central Arkansas REACT, N. Little Riwk, Arkansas
10 a4 Co81 — Watten County REACT, Lebanon, Ohio
0™ 4 2074 — Dwckenson County REACT. Hayse, Vingina

— The average number of Members per Team is about 16. —

The Largest European Affiliated Teams

Rank Members Team
1 ar 5011 — Donvaster REACT, Domcaster, Creat Bovtan, UK
2 lo 5015 — Huntington REACT, Huntington, Englond, U K
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REACT =4634, Salisbury

NORTH DAKOTA Northern Tier
REACT #4299, Minot

NEBRASKA — GrandIsland REACT #2736,
Grand Island

NEW HAMPSHIRE
#3265, Nashua

NEW JERSEY Hamilton-Mercer REACT
#4651, Allentown

NEW YORK Tri-State REACT
Port Jervis

OHIO Hamilton REACT #C499, Hamil-
ton

OKLAHOMA Oklahoma County Emer-
gency #2620, Oklahoma City

ORECON Salem Area REACT wm4397,
Salem

PENNSYLVANIA
#C425, Mercer

TEXAS Rockwall County REACT #4683,
Wylie

VIRGINIA
Chesepeake

VERMONT Caledonia County REACT
#2424, St. Johnsbury Center

WASHINCTON Seattle REACT 22503,
Seattle

WISCONSIN Columbia County REACT
#4578, Portage

WEST VIRGINIA Mon
#2209, Morgantown

CANADA Waterloo Regional REACT
#2114, Waterloo, Ontario

UNITED KINCDOM Whiskey REACT
#5028, Winterton, South Humberside

Nashua REACT

#4368,

Tri-County REACT

Tidewater REACT =2Co053

Valley REACT

contesl was a big success and increased
by 550 new members. In all 128 Teams in
les added new members. The largest

am #C425 Tri-County REACT of

uariers Report

T International Membership Distribution
" International Membership in North America

Geographical breakdown of REACT

membership in North America:

66.4% east and 33.6% west of Missis-
sippi River
49.0% north and 49.8% south of Mason-
Dixon Line.

These figures courtesy of Jim Bear’s Finan-
cial Resource Task Group.

European affiliated teams account for 4.8%
of REACT's total membership. Canadian
teams account for 1.6%.

GOVERNMENT
RELATIONS

Report from Al Hanger

Geoervmeent Relal

REACT is now included in the “National
Plan for Telecommunications Support in
Non-Wartime Emergencies.” — September
1957

-l o, -
roms Task Growp Leader

This National Plan has been prepared by
the Manager, National Communcations Sys.
terns (NCS), in coordination with the mem-
ber organizations of the Joint Telecommuni-
cations Resources Board (JTRB)

It has been approved and adopted by the
Executive Office of the President as a National
Plan

It serves as a basis for planning and for
utilization of national telecommunication
assets and resources in support on non-
wartime emergencies, including those covered
by the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, during
Presidentially declared Emergencies and
Major Disasters, or in other Extraordinary
Situations

This plan contains national planning guid-
ance and operational direction for telecom-
munications support in these situations. It is
the formal U.S. Government plan applicable
to all Federal Executive departments, agen-
cies, and organizations in accordance with
Executive Order 12472, “Assignment of Na-
tional Security and Emergency Preparedness
Telecommunications Functions,” April 3,
1984, and other national policy direction

This plan supersedes the National Plan for
C()mn\un:aahons Suppnrt in Enwr;‘,(‘n(:ts
and Major Disasters, dated July 1983

Any changes or corrections required, or
requests for additional copies, should be for-
warded to the Manager, National Communi-
cations System, Attn: NCS Emergency Pre-
paredness (Operations), Washington, D.C.,
20350-2010

18. Amateur Radio Amateur Radio
networks/systems may provide both daily or
emergency public service communications
during Emergencies and Major Disasters
The American Radio Relay League (ARRL)
sponsors the combined facilities of the Ama-
teur Radio Emergency Services (ARES), the
Nationai Traffic System (NTS), and recog-
nizes the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency
Services (RACES), and the Military Affiliate
Radio System (MARS). Other licensed ama-
teur activities and Personal Service Radio
(PSR) groups also provide public communi-
cations during Emergencies and Major Dis-
asters. Members of the Radio Emergency
Association Civillan Teams [sic] (REACT)
perform similar services utilizing Citizen
Band radio equipment.

America’s 158 milkon licensed drivers rolled
up a record 1.86 trillion miles of travel in
1986. Highway fatalities increased by 2,200
to 47,800, meaning 2.57 deaths for every 100
million miles traveled. That compares to
1985’s rate of 2.57. The cost of operating a
car rose to 29.59 cents a mile, up from 27.2
cents the previous year




WARNING DEVICES
SAVE ANIMALS’ LIVES

More than one million animals are killed
cach day by cars and trucks. As this number
srows, due to increasing vehicle registra-
tions and wildlife populations, vehicular col-
lisions with deer and other animals will con-
tinue to cause millions of dollars in damage,
personal injury, and death. The National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration re-
ports that at least 120 people are killed and
10,000 more are injured annually in animal-
vehicle crashes. Insurance companics osti-
mate that property damage resulting from
such collisions exceeds $200 million annually.

Animals present a special problem to driv-
ers because of their size and quick move-
ments. They may dart into the roadway
when least expected. In attempting to avoid
hitting animals, drivers frequently swerve
into other cars or fixed objects. Motorists
also may become excited and slam on the
brakes to avoid animals, which generates
rear-end collisions.

How can drivers avoid collisions with
animals? Using the eyes offectively is one
way. This means anticipating what lies ahead
and adjusting driving behavior to reduce the
danger before an emergency arises. Accord-
ing 1o Dr. Francis C. Kenel, staff director of
AAA Traffic Safety, there are three visual
habits that can help prevent unexpected
situations:

* Concentrate on your path of travel;
® Look at least 12-15 seconds ahead; and

¢ Scan from one side of the roadway to the
other.

Small animals such as squirrels, rabbits,
raccoons, opossums, and skunks top the list
of wildlife most frequently killed by highway
traffic. Dogs, cats, birds and farm animals
also are common victims. What should you
doif a small animal suddenly appears in your
path? Panic braking or swerving are often
resorted to but not recommended. Such eva-
sive actions upset the balance of the car and
could cause Joss of control, leading 1o a colli-
sion. In some cases, it may be sa?ar to hit a
small animal than to risk hitting another car
or rolling over your own vehicle.

Most animal kills occur after dark when
animals are hard to detect. In rural arcas,
periodically flicking your lights from dim to
bright and back changes the light intensity
and may break the hypnotic effect animals
experience with fixed beam lights.

Another proven method of warning anim-
als of your approach is called Sav-A-Life. It
consists of two, 2-inch long bullet-shaped
instruments that casily mount on the front
of your vehicle. When the vehicle attains a
speed of 30 mph or more, air rushing through
the cylinders creates an ultrasonic signal that
can be heard by deer and other animals up to
a quarter mile away, but is inaudible to
humans and animals riding in your vehicle.

The REACTer

Council Events

The 1987 Midinesota REACT Council an-
nual meeting was held in Litchfield on Octo-
ber 10. Karen Wendroth presided at the
meeting. A workshop on “Hazardous Chem-
ials” was presented by Phyllis Conklin and
Leona Roberts, both of South Minnesota
REACT #C142. Lelandd Johnson, MRTC dele-
gate, gave a report on the International
REACT Convention heldin Texas. A work-
shop on winter survival was demonstrated
by Wendroth., '

The new MRTC Board members are Pres-
ident, Leland Johnson (S. Minnesota Albert
Lea #C143); Vice President of Monitoring,
Bob Kirscher (Starfire #3179); Secretary,
Monica Levy (Zumbro Valley #4637); Treas-
urer, Beve‘:{y Herman (Tri-County #4266);
Directors at Large, Jim Wright and Karen
Wendroth (both of Ram Rod #3844),

The first CB Convention for the Maryland
State Council of REACT Teams, Inc. was
held July 11, 1987, at Guilford Elementary
School, Columbia, Maryland, Thirteen Teams
from Maryland were represented: Federal

City #2515; Hotline REACT #4086; Hagers-
town #C022; St. Mary's County #3252;
Montgomery County #2388; Anne Arundel
County #3781; Baltimore Area #4673; Cas-
cade #2833; Carroll County #3202; Charles
County #4656; East Baltimore #C067; Cexil
County #4674; and Howard County #3316,
Sixty-three people attended. Included in *he
count were mem . guests, speakers, etc.

Liz Bobo, Howard County Executive, con-
gratulated REACT for their time and efforts
in helping people on the road, accidents, traf-
fic problems, and doing community services
in all areas in the state.

Marty Scltzer, Baltimore City Police, fur-
nished engraving machines for REACTers’
«‘::Ipment, provided reference material to
take home, and explained the BEST opera-
tion in Baltimore. Wiliam Shula of the
Department of Natural Resources narrated
on their work on land and water, their
equipment, law enforcement, hunting laws,
boating accidents, drug-related problems, and

Council Events — continued on next page
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Sleck and spirited, the new A/S Black Stallion™
CB antennas have an unfair advantage over all
other brands—the long, proud heritage of the most
S respected name in professional communication
L antennas. With the finest 17-7PH stainless steel
whips, high-tech protective black DURA-COAT™
finish, and contemporary styling, these exceptional
antennas have no peers for strength and beauty.
Now's the time to catch a Black Stallion for
yourself. Send for your free 16-page “CB/Monitor
Antennas” booldet today.
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7,500 LIVES SAVED BY SAFETY BELTS
AND CHILD SAFETY SEATS

More than 7,500 people are alive today and
tens of thousands of moderate to critical
injuries have been avoided as a result of the
increase in safety belt and child safety seat
use since 1983, according to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration
INHTSA)L

NHTSA Administrator Dianc K. Steed said,
“There never has been any question that
safety belts and child safety seats are ex-
tremely effective. The challenge has been to
convince people to use them every trip. The
Department of Transportation (DOT) has
taken a number of steps to increase the use of
safety belts and child safety seats. The mes-
sages are finally beginning to hit home. Belt
use has jumped nationally from about 11
percentin 1982 to 42 percent today, and child
seat use has increased from 23 percent to 76
percent.”

Steed said that new state safety belt and
child seat use laws and public information
campaigns deserve much of the credit for the
higher use rates that reduce deaths and
serious injuries. All 30 states and the District

Vehicles Cause Most Kids'

Fatal Injuries

A national study of childhood injuries
shows that accidents involving motor ve-
hicles are the leading cause of trauma and
death to children under 14. The findings,
based on the cases of 4,218 children injured
since 1982, confirm what most experts be-
lieved

Dr. Max L. Remenosky, head of the Na-
tional Pediatric Trauma Registry and profes-
sor of surgery and pediatnics at the Univer-
sity of South Alabama College of Medicine in
Mobile. said about one-third of the children
were left with long-term disabilities. Just
over 38 percent were injured in accidents
involving motor vehicles, induding children
injured while being passengers, riding bicy-
cles, walking, and riding motorcycles.

About the same percentage of childeen
were injured in falls, most commonly in
urban areas from the windows of apartment
buildings. But while motor vehicle-related
accidents accounted for about 14 percent of
all faral accidents, falls were wsually much
less senous and accounted for less that 1
percent of fatalities

While gunshot and stab wounds accounted
for only 4 percent of all injuries in the study,
they were the second most common cause of
fatal injuries —accounting for @ percent of
deaths from injuries

Taken from Chuage Sen Times
October 4, 1087

of Columbia now require the use of child
safety seats for young passengers, while 30
states and the District thus far have adopted
safety belt use laws.

Using data from the agency’s Fatal Acci-
dent Reporting System (FARS), the National
Accident Sampling System (NASS), and other
sources, NHTSA estimates that about 6,700
lives were saved by safety belt use from 1983
through the first half of 1987. In addition,
800 children’s lives were saved by the use of

child safety seats during that time.

The agency also said that 80,000 moderate
to critical injuries were prevented by safety
belt use and 102,000 injuries (of all levels) to
children were prevented by the use of child
safety seats during the same period.

A safety measure used in some other
countrics may be permitted on United States
highways in the future,

Daytime running lights are required in
Sweden and Finland and are to bocome man-
datory in Canada for all new cars beginning
December 1, 1959,

Some states have laws forbidding the use
of autolights during the day, but a voluntary-
use regulation under consideration would
supersede the state bans. The daytime acci-
dent rate in Finland decrcased 27 percent
when drivers were required to use the lights.

Team Events | continued

conservation; he suggested that REACT ¢could
help with search and rescue operations.

FCC Baltimore was represented by Robert
Morose of the Baltimore office, Jim Walker
with Enforcement of Laws, and Joyce Lewis
with Publc Service Complaints. They ans-
wered questions on problems in specific
areas and explained the staff and their jobs
with the FCC. Maryland State Police Per-
sonnel, Lt. Randy Holt (NEAR Coordinator)
and Cpl. Don Boehm (Headquarters), also
participated.

We would Eke to thank all the members of
MSCRT for their part of making this Con-
vention a great success.

Our thanks and appreciation to Howard
County for coffee and doughnuts, to Hotline
REACT for their van display and refresh-
ments, to Uoyd Lohr (Howard County) for
use of the PA system, and to all our speakers
for their time and input.

Safety Belts Could Relieve

Children's Fears

Safety belt use could relieve the two worst
fears experienced by children 5o 1o vears of
age across the United States, According to a
poll conducted and released in lune 1987 by
USA Today, 72 percent of the 1,200 children
interviewed worry “a lot™ about the death of
a parent and 68 percent worry “a kot”™ about
being in a car accident. “Safety belts save
lives and prevent acadents,” said Charles
Spilman, president of Traffic Safety Now,
Inc. "If children are spending a lot of time
worrying that their parents are going to die
znd that they may be in a car accident, isn't
that reason emough to buckle up?”

Proper Adjustment important

A buckled safety belt is not enough protec-
tion during an accident. Belts must be
buckled AND properly adjusted.

During acrash, a person moves forward st
the same speed as the car. The shoulder belt
kecps the upper body from colliding with the
car. And, a tight lap belt holds the driver
behind the wheel, helping him control the
car.

First, the Lap belt must be tight. In many
cars, the lap-and-shoulder belt is one contin-
uous strap. The belt slides through a tongue
or latch plate at the buckle. Motorists can
tighten such a belt by pulling up on the
shoulder belt just above the buckle.

In some cars. the end of the buckle be-
tween the front seats has a plastic cover that
keeps the buckle upright. It allows easy buc-
kling but tends to pull the belt away from the
motorist. When the belt is buckled, the
tic cover should follow the contour of the
body. If not, the Lap belt is too loose.

Many people complained that the early
shoulder straps rubbed against the neck or
upper body. American automakers designed
tension relievers to encourage belt use. They
work like a window shade—yank to roll up,
pull slowly to lengthen. With this design, the
tension reliever slackens the belt every time
the motorist leans foward or moves around.

The design makes the person wearing the
belt responsible for keeping the belt adjustd
tightly, both when buckling and after mov-
ing around. It’s important to keep the belt
tight—accdents always are unexpected.

For best protection, a shoulder belt should
have no slack That is particularly important
for short drivers who sit far forward to reach
pedals — they can easily collsde with the steer-
ing wheel dunng a crash

While most American cars have tensson
relicvers, new -car buyers will find zere-slack
shoulder belts in imported cars. Zeroeshack
belts always stay tigtht

Properly worn safety belts prevent ingue-
ies, and help prevent acadents by gving the
driver bettercontrol A belt cant be too tgght
during acrash Put it on tight, and make sure
it stays tight. You're not fully protected
unless vou do

lohn Fobian, Direstowr
AAA Automotive Engeneerning



SAFETY LEADERS URGED TO DO MORE
AGAINST DRUNK DRIVING

The Administrator of the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA),
through the U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation (DOT), in December told anti-drunk-
driving leaders that the recent reductions in
drunk driving “may have given the American

the false impression that the war had
n won. It has not.”

Diane K. Steed, speaking in Washington,
D.C., at the annual awards luncheon of the
National Commission Against Drunk Driv-
ing, challenged the attendees to intensify
their efforts to find solutions to the drunk-
driving problem.

“It's time for some old-fashioned soul-
searching and a heavy dose of individual
responsibility. Are the programs we have in
place, the meetings we go to, and the policies
we advocate really leading to more progress,
or do they just seem to be the politic ap-

roach? Outrage about drunk driving must

turned not into meetings to talk about the

outrage, but to develop solutions to prevent
future outrages.”

According to NHTSA, an alcohol-related
fatality occurs every 22 minutes in this coun-
try, or 66 a day. Hundreds more are injured.
Last year, 46,056 ptotl::nd in trafficcrashes
and 52 percent of t fatalities involved
alcohol. But there is evidence of improve-
ment: between 1982-1986 the ion of
alcohol-related traffic fatalities dropped from
46 percent to 41 percent.

“As much as we dont like to admit it,
drunk driving is grudgingly tolerated because
our social norms won't quite permit the
deaths and injuries [t causes to be categorized
as other than accidental events. They are nof
accidents,” Steed said.

“We hold certain social beliefs about alco-
hol in this country, and one is that if you
drink you become less responsible for what
mdo. I like to call it the ‘grand excuse,’

use taken to the limit individuals under
the influence of alcohol would have a blanket
excuse for everything,” she said,

Steed ined how this excuse typically
prevents relatives and friends from interven-
ing to prevent someone from driving drunk.
She cited the case of a Virginia woman, the
mother of 11, who was killed in 1983 by a
man who rammed into her car at 80-100 mph
and whose blood alcohol level—.315—was
more than three times the legal limit in that
state. He also had three prior drunk-driving
convictions.

The man served a short prison term for
the crash and was to have lost his driver's
license for life. He was arrested again recently
after causing another crash while drunk. He
had obtained a new and valid license because
of an administrative error.

“Where were the friends and relatives who
knew this man should not be driving? No one
;‘pﬂamﬂy cared enough to itervene,” Steed

“Drunk driving remains the number-one
killer on our roads and of our young people
between the of 5 and 34, But because we

are a fair and forgiving people—perhaps too
The REACTer

forgiving at times—drunk drivers are often
able to walk away from their crimes so they
can drive drunk again,” she added.

NHTSA Study Detalls High
Cost to Public of ,*

/
Motor Vehicle

Motor vehicle crashes cost Americans more
than $74 billion in 1986, NHTSA reportedin
November. The crashes caused more than
46,000 deaths, 3.4 millicn injuries, and 45
million damaged vehicles during the year
paid an estimated $97 each in related insur-
P Theses dollar fig "

ede staggering ures
only a portion of the total cost ?l motor
vehicle crashes,” said NHTSA Administrator
Diane K. Steed. “Tt is impossible to place 2
monetary value on the pain, suffering and
loss of life.

“Nearly $60 billion of the economic loss
could be saved if crashes, injuries and deaths
were reduced. If we can continue to increase
safety belt use, enforce posted speed limits,
and crack down on drunk driving, we can go
a long way toward ending this drain on our
financial resources, as well as preventing
human tragedies,” Steed said.

NHTSA’s estimate of the total economic
cost of motor vehicle crashes for 1986 by cost
category is as follows:

Dollarsin % of

Cost Category Billions Total
Property losses $27.37 36.9
Insurance expense 20.86 281
Productivity i:.'l.. 16.38 22.1
Legal and court costs 4.32 58
IEWedial costs 412 56
MErgency costs 0.70 0.9
Other 0.45 0.6
$74.20 100.0

Steed explained that more than mml
of the traffic crashes last year in no
personal injury. They accounted for most of
the $27 billion in property damage, which
ngrennts the largest portion of the total
bill. For those crashes causing injury and
death, the losses were $16.4 billion in eco-
nomic productivity, $4.1 billion in medical
expense and $3.8 billion in attorneys’ fees
and other court costs.
h:he NHTSA adnunIMra:‘?;h also n?ted
that recent improvements in way safety
have helped to keep the dollar losses from
[ even higher.
fatality rate in this nation is at an
all-time low, and we are, perhaps, more
safety-conscious than at any time in our his-
tory. These estimates show us both the size
of the problem that still faces us, and the
possible economic rewards of making further
improvements in traffic safety,” she said.
Additional information may be obtained
by requesting a copy of the L, “The Eco-
nomic Cost to ety of or Vehicle
Accidents, 1986 Addm!un" from the Tech-
nical Reference Division, NHTSA NAD-52,

us. Dtgmmm of Transportation, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20590.

-Team Events

#3522 Punxsutawney Radio Emergency
Service, Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, pre-
pares for their busiest day of the year.

To most people, February 2 is just another
cold winter day, but to the members of the
Team, also known as Punxy REACT, this is
the busiest day of the year. Come 3:00 a.m.
the dedicated members hook up their camp-
ing trailer, head for Gobblers’ Knob, the
home of the and prepare for the
onslaught of visitors that make the trek to
catch a glimpse of the world-famous weather

nosticator. “Phil,” as he is known to his
mh. brings in quite a crowd each year,
and the members of the Punxy REACT are
the official wekoming committee.

They park from 2,000 or more cars between
3:30 and 7:00 a.m. This chore is followed by 2
quick trip across town to the Country Club
to once again park cars for the breakfast that
follows the sighting. By 10:00 a.m. that part
of the day’s activities are complete. But that's
not the end of the day.

Most members report to their jobs, but
after work comes the jog to the senior high
school for the annual banquet. Once again
the members are parking cars for the digni-
taries and diners. By 8:00 p.m. they are
thankful that another Groundhog Day has

passed.
For his part Phil has taken a llhnﬁ:olhc
Team and, by unanimous vote, has me
an honorary member of Punxy REACT.

February 2 is not the only time the ground-
hog is honored. The Team also assists with
Groundhog Festival Week the last week of
June. There is a 10K run, one of three with
Khi;_h Team assists, and acraft d:&w. where

e Team sets up its i nt and answers
questions about REA#

The following week PRES is the official
first aid station for the Firemen's Old Home
Week celebration, complete with its carnival
activities. All the Team’s members are trained
in first aid and CPR with two members hold-
ing the rank of E Medical Techni-
cian. Two members been certified as
disaster relief personnel by the American
ik for the Emacpen ‘:i.’:."“'“"“"‘:m‘““"

t ency gement .
The Team works in cooperation with bot
the state and local police for traffic control
during accidents, parades, or any time that

Continued on page 8
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traffic has to be interruptd. The members of
13 fire companies and 3 ambulance services
are always glad to see our Team at the site of
an accident, fire, or other emergency.

The Team recently signed a letter of coop-
eration with other Teams from western
Pennsylvania through the Pennsylvania
Emergency and Communications Council.
This is a pact w any Team in the pact
can call on any other Team during an emer-
gency or when extra hands are needed.

Punxy Phil didnt know what he was get-
ting into when he joined this active group.
No one in Punxy REACT hibernated fof the
winter. Sorry, Philltl

#4108 Logan County REACT, Bellefon-
taine, Ohio, is a small group of 11 adults and
6 juniors. Th this year we have gone
through many nges and have accomp-
Iisbcnd many things. We are very proud of our
sma

group.
We had 2 safety coffee breaks this year;
worked at our county fair and festivals; had 2
for our senior citizens; had several
bake sales and candy sales. We are getting
ready for a mem ip drive. We're hoping
mﬂmmmphhmundhwr

We just had our election of officers. They
are: President, Jack J. Rollins Jr.; Vice Presi-
dent, Eugene Borders; Secretary and Treas-
urer, Alice Scott; Head Trustee, Connie Rol-
lins; Trustees, Lorin Willlams and Dick White.

We would appreciate any ideas on how to
enlarge our Team or for new activities.

#2690 Twin Emergency Communications,
Lafayette, Indiana, worked with INCERT in
the Pumpkin Patrol Project during the Hal-
loween weekend on October 30 and 31. We
observed the overpasses on Interstate 65 in
Tippecanoe County to keep pranksters from
d ing objects onto the interstate, We also

2 unit on a base station to monitor
Channel 9 for emergency calls. We did not
receive any of people dropping ob-
jects onto the way.

#C161 Allei:wny Valley REACT, Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, along with #3920 Arm-
ltrmngouMy REACT, #2844 North Hills
REACT, and #2141 United Valley REACT
ided communications for The 1987 Great
. The Ride features a day of bicycling for
the benefit of Children’s Hospital its
Hematology/Oncology Center. On Father's
Day the participants rode for . The
four Teams were Wahnn credit and thanks

once the nications
ncmml:am thehgdes. T

#2982 Saint Joseph County REACT, Cen-
troville, Michigan, had their Christmas dinner
and white elephant gift exchange. There
were 13 members for our monthly meeting.
We elected new officers for 1988: President,
Earl Bowersox; Vice President, Bob Olds;
Secretary, Mildred Siman; Treasurer, Lynr.
Reed; Sgt. of Arms, Randy Garmire. For the
start of 1988 we have 17 members. The year
1987 was a very good year for our Team,
induding our Labor Day weekend.

#3231 George County REACT, Lucedale,
Mississippi, was happy to have the Mayor
proclaim November 1987 National REACT
Month. We were the subject of two write-
ups in our local newspaper. Also we had (and
are still getting) announcements on a local
radio station. From all of this we gained five
new members.

#3153 Colleton County REACT, Walter-
boro, South Carolina, has been busy this past
year. We've worked road runs; monitored;
worked accidents, rendering first aid and
traffic control. We operated “Operation |-
Dent-A-Kid,” fingerprinting children. The
Team got a “well done” from Colleton Coun
Sheriff's Department for Colden Patrol Hal-
loween; there was not one incident of vandal-
ism in the county Halloween night.

On Saturday, December 19 we lost one of
our best supporters, C.H. McMillan, Jr. He
was a founding member of our Team and the
husband of Major Mildred McMillan, Team
Treasurer. Junior was a good man, a good
friend, and will be greatly missed by all.

#2166 Roancke Valley REACT, Roanoke,
Virginia, mourns the death of our Vice Pres-
ident. Bert (Bull Dog) Thornton, Life Mem-
ber 293, passed away on A t 16, He had
been a member of the Team for more than 10
years. He was Second Vice President in
charge of supplies.

Bert was a very special member of our
Team because he was bedridden for all the

years he was a Team member. His wonderful
wife, Ruby, would get him up and in his
wheelchair and take him to meetings and

other activities whenever he was up to .

If needed equipment, safety
mppm‘ormyotheriobdom.ﬂeﬂmld
always be called. He would also do his moni-
toring of Channel9 during the late hours of
the night, but you coul? also hear him if
there was any emergency that required extra
monitoring hours. He had all his radio equip-
ment set up right next to his bed. CVRC
presented with REACTer of the Year
several years ago. He will be sadly missed by
everyone.

ONLY 7%" HIGH!

F.M. TWO-WAY RADIO

Maxon Yaesu Regency Ritron

5 Watt VHF hand helds from
$265, UHF from $300.

30 Watt Mobiles from $400.
Repeaters from $1300.
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VISA/Mastercard Accepled.
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Programmables facing sales,
marketing ban

WASHINGTON - Dropping its initial hard-
line position, the Federal Communications
Commission voted in November to stop
future authorization of user programmable
two-way mobile radios.

Sales and marketing of the units will be
outlawed by spriog and fall, respectively, of
next year.

The decision is expected to reduce the
threat of illegal radio transmissions, causing
interference to legitimate users, by restrict-
ing programming functions to manufactur-
ers and two-way radio dealers and by tight-
ening equipment design features to curtail
T < apparallfs

the ruling, users of front-panel port-
able and synthesized mobile radios will be
permitted to enter authorized frequencies
set by technicians.

Certain manufactured units are exempted
from the new restrictions if their program-
ming capabilities are not normally accessible
to end users.

Programmable aircraft mobiles, such as
those commonly used in emergency rescue
operations, are not subject to lze FCC
sanctions,

The Commission originally r’opooed a
complete ban on all programmable transmit-
ters operating above 25 MHz, but was per-
suaded by the Electronics Industry Associa-
tion and others that such action was unneces-
sary and represented a threat to technological
advances in mobile radio development.

A compromise position, incorporating EIA's
recommendations, was subsequently adopted
by the agency. (RCR, June 1, 1987, p.1).

The FCC took notice of the issue two

ears ago after complaints of interference
gan to surface and stronger warnings
about the potential interference problems
were voiced by private land mobile user
groups.

Initially, low cost, programmable units
manufactured by Regency Land Mobile Inc.
of Satellite Beach, FL, were targeted by some
industry observers as contributers toa grow-
ing przlem.

It was soon discovered that programmable
frequency controls were prevalent through-
out the industry and, in fact, represented the
state-of-the-art technology being developed.

Distribution and advertising practices were
found to be as much of a problem as design in
some cases. For example, end users had
access to programming literature in stock
inventories shipped from equipment manu-
facturers to dealers and distributors.

Promotional materials at times touted the
broad programming capabilities of the radios

1988
DUES ARE DUE

and invited prospective buyers to communi-
cate with nearly everyone,

However, it was pointed out that front-
panel programmable radios offered users in
rural areas of the country the ability to meet
agricultural, public safety and ollZer com-
munications needs witly one mobile unit of
modest price. ;

Manufacturers, baséd in Japan and the
Pacific Rim, in turn, were able to keep the
cost down by producing inexpensive radios
with variable programming capabilities.

Following the FCC-proposed halt to all
manufacturing and sales of user ram-
mable radios in January 1986, one Midwest
distributor of the product suggested the
issue was made political by Washington,
D.C., lobbying forces attempting to protect
cconomic interests of large manufacturers,
such as Motorola Inc., EF. Johnson Co., and
General Electric Co.

The distributor said the advent of the
inexpensive programmable radios represent-

a commercial threat to two-way radio
dealers, traditional servicing agents for cus-
tomers and posed a similar dilemma for the
oligopoly of large U.S. equipment manufac-
turers.

Proprietor of CB store

convicted for selling
modified radios

On October 22, 1987, U.S. Magistrate
Barry Ted Moskowitz sentenced Roger S.
Williams, proprictor of the San Diego retail
CB store “Mud Shack”™ to seven months
imprisonment for selling Citizens Band (CB)

radios that were modified to operate on .

unauthorized radio frequencies. The Seven
months’ sentence was suspended except for
10days. In addition, Mr. Williams was placed
on probation for two years (with conditions),
issued a $1,000 fine and must devote 80
hours to community service. The sentence
resulted from a July 16, 1987, arrest of Mr.
Williams for selling and offering to sellillegal
CB linear amplifiers and modified CB radios.
An illegal CB lincar amplifier and several
modified CB radios were seized at the time of
the arrest.

Judge Moskowitz handed down this sen-
tence stating that Mr. Williams had been
warned of the penalties for noncompliance of
FCC regulations on three separate occasions.
FCC imposed a $2.000 civil fine against Mr.
Williams in 1986. He continued to sell unlaw-
ful CB equipment even while negotiating the
settlement of the fine. The judge further
stated that if one of Mr. Williams' modified
radios had been used to cause deliberate
interference to a safety radio service (fire or
police), Mr. Williams could have been incar-
cerated for a longer term. Judge Moskowitz
cited a case where a San Diego radio operator
was sentenced to five years” imprisonment
for transmitting a false distress signal on a
marine safety frequency. In addition, he

G

stated that he hoped that this sentence
would send a message to other violators of
FCC regulations

The 18-month investigation was conducted
under the direction of San Diego United
States Attorney, Peter K. Nunez and Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney D. Thomas Ferraro.

Operation of CB linear amplifiers and
other unlawful CB devices cause harmful
interference to home electronic entertain-
ment equipment and other users of the radio
frequency spectrum such as fire departments
and FAA control towers. The manufacture,
marketing or use of these devices is prohib-
ited by the Communications Act of 1934, as
amended, and by FCC regulations. Maxi-
mum penalties include fines of up to $100,000
and imprisonment for up to one year for each
offense.

For further information contact June But-
ler, Public Service Specialist, FCC San Diego,
at (619) 557-5478.

REACT PAYBACK

United Valley REACT for years has had a

with a certain individual who delib-

erately interferred with us in taking calls on
Channel 9.

His language and intimidations were the
foulest that an can imagine. He did the
same on all channels and even gave the
Ham's the same trouble. He was later arrested
for harrassing his ex-girifriend and her fam-
ily. In so doing he turned in a fake fire call via
one of our members and when the police
found this out they wanted to prosecute with
tw: RE:dC;!":s as witnesses. He wals found
guilty a rged a minimum ty.

afterncon at 3:36 p.m.. | K:\:d aweak
call on Channel 9. “Break Channel 9 . . .
(pause) . . . Break Channel zero nine.”

Being on the first floor, | hurried to the
cellar where my CB ig to answer the call.
“Breaker on nine, you have Unit #2 United
Valley REACT. May | help you?" No answer,
and after a few seconds’ pause | repeated
myself.

“Y.Y-Yes, | wonder if you could do me a
VERY LARGE FAVOR?"1 replied, 1M do my
best, sir. What is your problem?”

He then proceeded to tell me that he was
stuck on a powerline trail off Route 60, and
would I call a number in a nearby town, tell
the woman who answered his problem and
ask her to call his boss and tell him that he
was still at the dentist’s and would be late for
work.

By this time | thought | recognized the
voice. | verified the phone number with him
and asked his name which he said was
"Chuck.”

I called the number he gave and asked the
woman who answered if she knew a Chuck.
She stammered around and wondered why |

Continued on page 23
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My column in the November/ December
issue concerned the basic hookup for 2 mobile
“rig.” 50 here're some thoughts for 2 base
setup.

Obviously, the antenna is again the impor-
tant component with the coax ranking a very
close second. The antenna and coax must
again be matched for that 50 ohm resistance
that the radio must sce. There are many
antennas available 10 the consumer today
Your choice depends on your wallet, and the
physical charateristics of your mounting
point

Antennas are categonized as esther direc-
tional or “omni-directional.” A ground plane
i an example of an omni-directional antenna

.« all the radio waves are transmitted in
equal distances in all directions. A “beam”™ is
directional and concentrates the radio waves
in one specified direction. Figures 1-3 are
examples of ground planes, and figures 4 and
S are types of beams.

Both types have their good and bad points
A ground plane will receive and transmit in
all directions, alittle like a huge bowl inverted
over the antenna. The problem is that a mar-
gmal signal will remain marginal. There is
simply no way to make it stronger.

Ground planes normally take up less phys-
ical space on a rooftop, and are much less
susceptible to winds

Beams, on the other hand, can be turned
by a small electric rotor to make that margi-
nal signal much stronger. and the ensuing
transmussion will be very strong [ really
don’t want to get into the fromt-to-back
rathos or a discussion of the beta match for
fear of boring someone. Let it suffice that a
directional is just as the name implies . . able
to send and receive in one primary direction,
with only marginal capability at the sides.
Beams c;n l.!'::’up a large ;::uﬂ of roof
space, and, unless they arc guyed very secure-
Iy.“?n be bent, or ripped down by high
winds,

Another consideration when choosing an
antenna is the “gain.” Without going into a
lunt technical discussion, the amount of gain
makes 2 radio perform as if it had a mech
higher power outpul. Since we are Irgali;
limited to 4 watts, this gain feature makes a
the difference in the world A o.decibel (db)
pain antenna will make a radio transmit bke
it had 32 watts. Note that we're not actually
increasing the power . . . simply using the
radio and antenna to diatiody increase the
power.

The other part of the CB rig is the coax . ..
the black hine running between the radio and
antenna. Much of the concern is with the
amount of “line koss” in the coax . the
amount of signal lost between the radi and
the antenna. This is called “attenuation™ and
is somewhat the opposite of “gain. " (Remem-
ber, I'm not going 1o get too technical )

Ever wonder why the RG-58U coux s used
in mobiles, but notin a base”™ The ke koss for
the RG-58U 15 2.4 db per 100 foet of coux Ina
17-foot length of coax, that 's forgivable. as it
amounts to less than 0.5 db loss. Imagane &
100-foot coan run toa o db gain antenna?’ The
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effective power would be approximately 9
watts and the loss for the connectors
(I=PL259) hasn't been figured. The loss for
the RG-58U is less than one db per 100 feet
of coax, and there are other types of coax
within the industry with even less line loss
1t's paying attention to details like this that
make your radio talk like vou were on top of
the highest mountain in the US. Channel @
..skip . _or just plain shootin” the bull .. you
want the best in equipment at the lowest
possible price. Coax is relatively inexpensive,
and s an excellent investment when matched
with the antenna you choose. Don't, for
Pete’s sake, skimp and try 10 save money by
using poor quality, worn, or weathered coux,
You may save the wallet but the results will

disappoint you,
CHECK YOUR COAX AND THE CON.
NECTORS.
FIGURE 3
9 GROUND PLANE
~
FIGURE 1
GROUND PLANE
FIGURE 4
BEAM
FIGURE 2 e
GROUND PLANE



THE “J-POLE”: A LOW-COST, EFFECTIVE EMERGENCY ANTENNA

On a late Sunday afternoon in November
1987, with severe thunderstorm conditions
in the immediate area, Guadalupe County
REACT Team #3622's member, Lee Besing
(Unit 675), developed 5:1 SWR readings on
his only CB base antenna. Upon disconnect-
ing the equipment, Lee notified the other
REACT monitors (by landline) of his prob-
lem, and then called another friend, Gary
Lebo (WDSJVU), who is an active amateur
radio operator.

Gary didn’t have an extra antenna, but
told Lee that he would think about it, and to
expect a call when he found a solution. Lee
was looking at about a 7- to 10-day delay in
removing his base antenna for inspection
and repairs due to lack of time during the
week.

Later that night, about 9 p.m., Gary called.
He suggested that Lee drop by his house to
El;k up some supplies. Upon doing so, they

h returned to Lee’s house and rounded up
some other materials. The result was a
strange-looking contraption called a “J-Pole”
antenna, and described below.

Basically, the “J-Pole” consisted of two
sections—a ¥i-wave vertical radiator, and a
Y-wave matching section. This design does
not require ground radials, and operates
independent of any ground, removing the
requirement to ground it. It is clai that
the “J-Pole” boasts 3-5db gain, but it was
never stated whether that was measured
against a dipole or isotropic. It features verti-
cal polarization, and radiates in an omni
directional pattern.

In this case, due to a shortage of suitable
copper wire, they used a 9 section off an old
CB beam antenna for the %-wave matching
section, and about 18" of ¥14 braided bare
copper wire for the %-wave radiator. They
were separated and attached on the bottom

with a 6" section of %" copper ground strap.
The %-wave wire was supported with the 2 x
4s fastened together to meet the 18’ length.
A wooden 2 x 8 base was mounted on ground
tosupport the 18°2 x 45 and the 9° mast. (See
Photo) The coax was attached, with the cen-
ter conductor attached to the vertical radia-
tor and the ground braid was attached to the
9 mast using a hose cldmp, with both con-
nections about 12° fron the base. The SWR
is adjusted by moving the two coax leads up
or down for fine tuning, and by trimming or
adding the ends of the vertical radiator for
large adjustments.

CAUTION: Don't solder the coax connec-
tions until you have finalized the installation
and are sure that the SWRs are where you
want them. Other structures in the vicinit
of the antenna can affect the final SWR re
ings. Subtractions or additions to the lengths
should only be made to the %-wave vertical
radiator, not the %-wave matching section,
Trial and error showed the ¥%-wave adjust-
ments to be ineffective in reducing SWRs
and in fact increased them. Remember to
tape up all exposed coax connections to pre-
vent moisture getting into the coax.

Considering that neither Lee nor Gary had
ever attempted a project of this type before,
it took a couple orhouu to build and solder
all connections. The wire was stapled to the
supporting 2 x 4. After completing the first
stage, it was leaned up against the house near
the existing antenna. Due to fomiﬂudt when
the existing antenna was first installed, there
was an inline coax line splice under the eave
of the house. This made it easy to disconnect
the ?H antenna and connhc:t them.

After spending more than an r trying
to match the antenna SWRs, they cheated by
using an amateur transmatch to bring the
SWR down from 2:1 to 1.4:1. Using SSB,
they contacted several other bases 10 miles
away. When it got to be midnight, they post-
poned further work until the next evening.

On Monday evening, in about one hour,
they were able to bring the SWRs down toan
unaided 1.2:1 on all 40 channels. The 9 alum-
inum mast didnt match with the copper
braid (due to the larger diameter of the alum-
inum tubing), so additional copper braid was
added on to the other side to compensate.
This resulted in making it look like some-
thing Dennis the Menace had built.

Using the scientific method, called “rule of
thumb,” they added about 6 more of copper
braid (making 24" total) and the SWRs finally
cooperated. Taking it back down one last
time, they soldered all connections that had
been added and applied generous solder to
the top section to make it stiffer in the wind.
Unfortunately, this extra solder raised the
SWRs back up to 1.5:1. Using the same scien-
tific measurements, they lfm\ snipped off
about 6" from the top and tried again, with
the 1.2:1 (or better) result,

This antenna was staked out in Lee’s back-
yard using rope and tent stakes, like a flag
pole at a Scout Campout. Building this
antenna became a challénge just to see if it
could be done. They utilized amateur radio
know-how, carpentry skills, Boy Scout knot

By Lee Besing

Antenna Base Mount

skills (to stake it up in 15-20 mph winds), and
a l;u of luck.h. U

t proves t mr. operators’ conten-
tions that almost anything can be used foran
antenna with proper matching procedures.
Unit 675 was only off the air for a few hours
instead of the 7-10 days needed for the old
antenna to be repaired. The total time spent
was 4-5 ho:’m to make i;;“\:mh a little Im::c-
nation, and doing it w your neighbor-
hood electronic store was n, the time
could be shorter, and the end result better
looking.
Even though the antenna was mounted on
the ground, with a maximum height of 24",
and surrounded by two-story houses, the
“J-Pole” was able to come very close in per-
formance when compared to Lee’s Avanti
Sigma %-antenna that had failed. Every
REACT monitor in Lee’s normal range was
contacted, with a 1-2 S-units reduction in
signal strength, and a corres ing reduc-
tion in receive signal strength. Considering
this antenna was approximately 30" lower
than the other, this would indicate very
favorable performance under the conditions.

This design of antenna has proved to be
omni directional, but the closer to the build-
ing it is, the less it received from that side. It
would lend itself well to applications requir-
ing low visibility due to deed restrictions, or
cost problems. PVC pipe, painted a neutral
color could support the vertical radiator, etc.,
or the antenna could be mounted on the side
of a two-story house. Just imagine putting
this antenna on three sides of your house,
with a coax switch, and then telling the other
guy to wait while "you turn your house
around.”

To calculate length of the vertical -wave
radiator, simply divide 492 by the frequency
(in MHz). For example: Channel 9 is 27.065
MHz, so the %-wave would be 492/27.056,
which is 18.17", or 18°2". The %-wave would
be 917 in length.

As a case in point, this proves the value of
REACT's planned affiliation with amateur
radio operators as discussed at the 1987
REACT International Convention held in
San Antonio.

Persons wishing to discuss this antenna
may contact Lee in the evenings at (512)
656-7657 in San Antonio, Texas. 13



GMRS ... Rx

By July Simpson
Communications Task Group

N

Radio Adventures:

In a huge metropolitan area such as Chi-
cago, it is difficult for Channel @ monitors to
effectively provide coverage for emergency
calls. The usual problems . . . skip, ver,
work, etc. are magnified. Some of our local
REACTers, because of their work, are able to
use business band frequencies, along with
CB Channel 9 and GMRS.

A classic example of this coordination was
a call on Channel 19 concerning a multi-
vehicle accident involving several injuries.
The call was picked up by a “Jeff,” a non-
REACTer and co-worker with alocal REACT
member.

Jeff contacted the REACT mobile via busi-
ness band with the details of the accident.
The information was passed on by our
REACTer via GMRS to a base unit who
called the police by telephone. Jeff and the
REACTer were nearly 120 miles apart; the
REACT mobile and l{e base were 40 miles
apart; and the base and the police station
were 50 miles apart. The police and Jeff were
within blocks of each other.

Why, you may ask, did the business band
base not call in the accident themselves? Chi-
cago has 240 suburbs and nearly 275 differ-
ent police jurisdictions. It's simply casier and
faster to contact a REACT base that will have
the telephone numbers nearby and is famil-
iar with the police procedures.

Don't get me wrong . . . the base will call in
an ememenci.)but our Jocal REACTers try
not to insist that they break their concentra-
tion too often. There are times when REACT
needs the resources of that base. Inciden-
tally, the total elapsed time from the original
call to the radio dispatch of the police car was
two minutes. That's not bad, considering
that there were four different frequencies
and four people involved.

More Radio Adventures

A local REACTer and CMRS user, while
mobile, heard a Channel 9 call concerning an
accident with injury. The streets were unfa-
miliar and the REACTer could not contact
the CBer to question him further. Using an
atlas, the local REACTer found the area
involved . . . about 30 miles west of Las
Vegas. The REACTer contacted the local
police department on Channel 9 and asked if
they had heard the call. The department,
which has a very poor CB rig and is notorious
for NOT monitorin heard nothing,
anlc'i refused to take further action on a CB
call.

The enterprising REACTer contacted a
basc in the area via GMRS, and the informa-
tion was relayed to the Nevada State Patrol.
The NSP already had some of the informa-
tion, but were glad to get confirmation, as
their report was very garbled.

The point here? When transmitting an
emergency call, be sure to include the city
and state... alocal REACTer might not hear
you, but someone hundreds of miles away
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could be taking the call.

While skip is very common in CB, it also
has a counterpoint in CMRS. A phenome-
non called “ducting” is responsible for some
strange conversations. The owner of a Chi-
cago repeater was using GMRS at about
1 a.m. in the suburbs of Chicago. He cleared
the frequency and was somewhat startled to
hear a familiar voice say “Where are you, and
why are you near my house?” Turned out
that the familiar voice was sitting in his living
room . . . near Detroit.

Don't fake calls for help—even in fun!

One of the “traditions” of the annual con-
vention is an unofficial Friday night postcon-
vention dinner for those who stay a couple of
extra days.

In San Antonio a party of about 50 went to
the Tower of the Americas. Obviously,
CMRS radios and earphones were evident
everywhere. One of the waitresses looked
around and asked, “Where are you from . . .
Never mind. | don't think | want to know.”

As an exotic drink was served, smoking
and bubbling from the dry ice in the bottom,
one of our fearless leaders called out, on
direct, “Help. Help! My coke’s on fire.”

A voice came back immediately, “You are
650 feet above the ground. . . that means you
are on a 650-foot antenna. Your help call
maybe was heard for 50 miles.” OOPS!!

The REACTer (and this columnist) would
like to publicize your Radio Adventures.
Please submit your material to Judy Simp-
son, CMRS RX cfo REACT, International.

BTASSSSSSSSSSSSSSSASSSSSSASSASASS

DEADLINES

JANUARY 231: Renewal registration
deadline.

FEBRUARY 1: Deadline for March/
April issue of REACTer.

FEBRUARY 1-29: Penalty of $10 for
late Team renewal.

FEBRUARY 29: Last day for “unde-
cided” members to renew. Board Field
Director nomination due. Council ex-
pense reimbursement submissions due.

MARCH 1-31: Penalty of $20 for late
Team renewal. Teams not renewed
for 1988 dropped from records.
APRIL 1: 1990 Convention bid (West)
due. Deadline for Mayljune issue of
REACTer,
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1988
DUES ARE DUE

SCANNING WORLD-
BAND RADIO

By R.C. Wans

Are you bored while momitoring Channel 9 and
there're mo calls for assistance?

No action on the scamner either, so you might turn
coerything off and walch TV?

Well, consider adding a World-Band radio
(150 kHz to 30,000 kHz) to your equipment
inventory,

U.S. News & World Report (Novemeber 16,
19567) says sales of these radios are up 25 to
35 percent in the past year. Good lrhlllps-
Magnavox and Sangezn portables are under
$200. Sony portables cost a little more and
prices go up to $1,000 or more.

You can hear long-, medium-, and short-
wave broadcasters, coast guard rescues, hur-
ricane hunter aircraft, time signals, weather
for:cnls, marine r::ioh:;’l‘q; e, var'i;us
military services, t igh-feque m
bands and so many other things i!’:gfficult
to list them all.

The people who listen to these signals
have many reasons for doing so. Personally, |
like to keep up with whal':tuppening in the
world, since our domestic news media fails to
give good coverage. In addition, I've collected
QSL cards and letters from stations in many
countries.

World-Band monitoring is another facet of
the radio hobby and may fit into your “shack*
alongside your CB and scanner.

I'm not advocating that you turn off the
CB in favor of just listening either. But to fill
in the wee hours when Channel 9 is inactive
or scanner traffic is just routine, try World-
Band until the next emergency breaks. A lot
of folks like it and maybe you will too!

EDITOR’'S NOTE: More information about

issue.) Pop Com i}\corporaled the SCAN organ-
ization and includes a lot of information
about the scanning scene.

OTI.npictmmodswbconcdconthb.
not dark gray against shadows. In the print-

ing process an other than a sharp,
o
But DO send them in. We will try to work

o SN
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IT'S TAX TIME AGAIN!. .. A REACT BENEFIT

Schedule A—Itemized Deductions __Owene 15450008
(Schedule B is on back) 1987
P Attach te Form 1040. B See bastructions for Schadutes A 3nd B (Form 1040). Sonscass e 07
T b il bo ity A aembat
Contributives 14a Cash contnbulons (If you gave $3 000 o more 10 any one /7
You Made ORANINION, 18PN 1N0se Contnbut:ons on kne 143.)
(See b Cash comtrduteans totsheg $3.000 o more 10 any one
i, organzation. (Show 10 whom yow give and how much you
P B et s e AR e M s IR S L #L1]
15 Other than cash (Yo must attach Foem 8283 if over $500 ) )
16 Casryover trom peior year ; . s
17 n ! U 17
While you are gathering up all your receipts ~ Contributions you MAY Deduct
and looking over all your records toget every  Contributions may be in cash canceled
deduction, don’t forget REACT. checks, receipts, or other reliable written
REACTisa so1(c)3) organization and the records shomn' the name of the organiza-

IRS will recognize certain personal expenses
you had with REACT activities.

While short-form users (1040-A) will be
limited, the 1040 long-form users should
review all their REACT costs and determine
what they can deduct to save in taxes.

The Federal Tax Form Schedule A for
1987 and some instructions are shown to

w an idea of what you may consider in
hons.

IRS Instructions for Lines 14a
through 17
Contributions You Made

You may deduct what you actually gave to
organizations that are religious, charitable,
educational, scientific, or literary inpurpose.

Examples of these organizations are:
REACT

tion and the.;lfne and amount given), PI:P'
erty, or out-of-pocket expenses you paid to
do volunteer work for the kinds of organiza-
tions described above. If you drove to and
from the volunteer work, you may take 12
cents a mile or the actual cost of gas and oil.
Add parking and tolls to the amount you
claim under either method. (But don’t deduct
any amounts that were repaid to you.)

Limit on the amount may deduct. Get
Publication 526, Charita butions, to fig-
ure the amount of your deduction if any of
the following applies:

® your deductible charitable travel expenses
include meals,

® your cash contributions or contributions
of ordinary income property are more than
30% of Form 1040, line 31.

You MAY NOT Deduct As Contributions

: Bednn'i.ag ::’ 1|9:d7. lra;nlrx (includ-
ng meals a ging) w f
home unless there was no d;!:l::aynt?l:
ment of personal pleasure, recreation, or
vacation in the travel,

® Dues, fees, or bills paid to country clubs,
lodges, fraternal orders, or similar g?oup'

® The value of your time or services.

Some tax deduction considerations as per-
mitted above:

* Your carivehicle mileage (at 12¢ per mile)
to and from REACT Team Meetings:

* Team events,

® Central monitoring base.

* Convention(s), etc.
* Cost of maintaining, r and pur-
chase of your REA rad’s::f p‘:&
phernalia (when used primarily for REACT).
* Cash donations to your Team, Council and
REACT International.
® Expenses to attend the state or Interna-
tional REACT convention (mileage, hotel,
reg::;am:n. ':tc.). th?uu they do ’m!'\::c 0:

ant element of

e“:t«ulaml. we hdtr:h'::‘l'o teach, plan
and interact. Fun is possible but not as a sole
purpose.

Review Publication 526 for more details or
ask your tax adviser.

Remember REACT doesn't always cost, it
pays benefits. Our 501(c)(3) status is just one
of these benefits,

FCC News / Continued

National Public-safety
Plan Approved

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC) has given
the go-ahead to a regionally structured,
national public-safety communications plan

The plan will utilize new 800 MHz fre-
quencies and spectrum efficient technologies
and will incorporate a 25-kHz channehng
scheme and a mode for linking the regional
systems together.

The agency’s ruling represents the most
ambitious effort yet by federal, state and
local government agencies to establish com-
prehensive guidelines for present and future
public-safety communications systems
around the country, a public-safety program
beset in the past with piecemeal regulation
and insufficient communications compatibil-
ity.

The six-megaherts (821.-824 MHz and
866-869 MHz) block that the FCC allocated
last year will serve as the backbone for one-
and two-way land mobile operations under
the national plan.

The REACTer

The plan, under a 1982 congressional
directive, was devised by a government-
industry, technical advisory committee char-
tered by the FCC a year ago and chaired by
Joseph Nasser of the Volussia County, Flor-
ida, sheriff’s rtment and immediate past
president of the Associated Public-Safety
Officers.

"Of course, we're very pleased that the
action has taken place and we can be on our
way,” said Robert Tall, APCO director from
the association’s New Smyrna Beach, Flor-
ida, headquarters.

Tall said organization of regional planning
committees is the next task confronting
APCO, while noting that New York and Los
Angeles were close 1o completing work in
projects for their own areas. The trade group
will oversee most public-safety frequency
coordination in the national plan as part of
btco.cukr responsibilities mandated the
F

Overall, there are 48 regions throughout
the United states mapped out by the com-
mission from which individually railored pub-
lic-safety systems will be developed and cpen
to public comment, the FCC said. The full
text of the ruling is expected by year's end or

in early January.

The mlion;r plan calls for five channels
designated on a nationwide basis for mutual-
aid capabilities among, federal, state and local
E:Nk-ufety agencies that would be availa-

in emergency and disaster situations.

The commission said priority will be given
for 800-MHz channel assignments “having a
greater role in protecting life and property.”
Also, the agency said the 25-kHz channeling
plan was chosen over a proposal for smaller
(125 kHz) bandwidths because the wider
frequency spread was said 1o be better adapted
to sophisticated digital encryption and digital
data communications systems commonly
used in public-safety vehicles.

The FCC chairman said the need for co-
crdinated public-safetly communications in
medical, police and fire emergencies and dis-
asters, such as the Air Florida airplane crash
here several years ago, require joint efforts
from a myriad of governmental agencies.

The Federal Highway Administration, a
branch of Transportation, had been repre-
sented on the National Public Safety Plan-
ning Advisory Committee, which developed
the national plan, according to Commissioner
Mimi Dawson's office.
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Paul Oby of St. Paul, MN, forwarded hand-
outs that they were involved in helping dis-
tribute in shopping centers. The pamphlets
were: Know How To Sey "NO” lo Drugs: Know
Enough To Say “NO” Te Drugs: Know About Mari-
junma. These were printed by donation from
Rapid Printing and the local shopping center.
These had the REACT team stamp and are
just another way to publicize REACT in your
local home town. Paul can be contacted at:
245 S. Snelling Ave #10, St. Paul, MN,
S5105-2046.

Noticed the new look of the Northwest
REACT's paper? Box 5274 Aloha OR 97006.
They are now using Pagesetter Desktop
Publishing software on an AMIGA 500
computer, What systems or support items do
others use in publishing their papers?

The New Jersey Council Radio Waves From
the Garden State Nov.[Dec. ‘87 issue, modified
the 25-year-old ad insert from International
for use in their paper. Just another means of
getting the word out. They probably submit-
ted it to local news media also. TL.- pub-
lished the full text of the Rules and In?omu-
tion for the REACT Achievement Awards in
hopes of getting more submissions and get-
ting more personal recognition for REACT-
ers overall.

Break 9 . . . The Texas State REACT
Council Paper in Aug./Sep. ‘87 had one of the
more detailed reports of the International
Convention this writer has seen. The editor-
ial on page 16 reads in part, “l also receive
copies of newsletters from around the state
that were not entered into the competition. |
can see the time, effort, and work that goes
into each of them. It is easy to sce that the
editors are proud of their tcams and that
pride stands out.

“There [are] several teams in Texas that
have newsletters and they do just what they
are supposed 10 do. They get needed info to
the team members. They give info about one
team to another, to councils, to the news
media, to supporters and to civic kaders
about what the team is doing or what they
plan to do.

“These newsletters show the time, effort
and hard work that makes them successful, |
feel that they should have been entered in
the competition this year. | feel that at least
one of the teams and maybe more, would
have placed. They just failed to try.”

International z\.\s the order blanks for
ordering men’s ties with the REACT logo.
Another way to publicize REACT.

The Wisconsin REACTer is already plan-
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Publicizing REACT

By Bob Riechel and Ron McCracken

ning for the 1989 International Convention.
They ran a copy of the special REACT stamp
cencellation that was available in San Antonio.
Bell County REACT published the com-
plete Financial Report for the just completed
International Convention. Would you have
guessed a budget of more than $22,0007
Harrison County REACT Team 3327, RR
#3 Box 252H, Corydon, IN 47112 has run a
program for their children. They included in
their paper an 11" x 177 REACT coloring
contest entry blank. It showed REACT type
communication set ups forage groups 310 5;
6 to 8; and 9 to 12. The coloring contest,
celebrating REACT's 25th year, was sent
throughout Harrison County in their Mon-
day Shopper newspaper. That meant more
than 10,000 copies were distributed.
Received info from ASTM 1916 Race St.,
Philadelphia, PA 19103 (215) 299-5400 of an
upcoming organizational meeting to estab-
lish a proposed new ASTM Standards Devel-
opment Activity on search and rescue. The
meeting will be held March 4, 5, 1988, at the
Adams Mark Hotel located at 4th and Chest-
nut Streets, in St. Lowis, MO (314) 241-7400.
ASTM, a not-for-profit corporation organ-
ized in 1898, is a management system for the
development of voluntary consensus stand-
ards for materials, products, systems and
services. It provides a legal, administrative
and publications forum within which pro-
ducers, users, ulitmate consumers and those
representing the general interest (represen-
tatives of government and academia) can
meet on a common ground to write stand-
ards that best meet the needs of all concerned.
Areas to be discussed include: Equipment
and Uses; Organization and Management;
Personnel Training and Education; Search
Operations and Techniques, Rescue Opera-
tions and Techniques; and Terminology
There was a meeting held July 31, 1987, as
starters attended by representatives of such
organizations as numerous S & R organiza-
tions, USCG, ASSN of National Park Rangers
and numerous fire departments. If you desire
further information, contact the address
above. No fee schedule was enclosed,
Maybe at least one of the local St. Louis or
Missouri REACT Teams can send a Rep and
report to REACT International on the meet-
ing. REACT is already engaged-in communi-
cations, communications in times of disas-
ters, and does some communications work
with various scarch and rescue agencies.
This should offer a meaningful entry for the
possible consideration of our input into fur-
ther police and procedural developments

Getting back a little 1o publicizing REACT
and a very basic way at that ,

During training one hears over and over
again “When you key up, you are REACT
not Tom, Sue or... so act accordingly and be
proud.” When you are proud of what you are
doing, it shows in your voice and after all that
is what the motoring public knows—"The
Voice of REACT."

Recently during a training session of a
prospective new member, when there was
noemergency traffic tointerfere, the follow-
ing comment was heard from a caller recog-
nized as a regular reporter of highway prob-
lems, “l do not know who that lady is, gul she
handles the calls professionally.” Is not moni-
toring just another way to publicize REACT?

The following is a summary of an article
seen recently in a business magazine, run
under the publisher’s signature with the title
“Why You Must Advertise.” The examples
have been changed to relate to REACT.

When business is bad, the first cuts usually
come from the advertising budget. Possibly
the reverse should be undertaken. When a
REACT team finds itself infon hard times,
think of finding a way to increase publicizing
your team. Teams that continue to advertise!
publicize their team day in and day out will
come out much better off than the team who
only occasionally publicizes their team

There are so many aspects of the public
that need to be reached that no one type of
advertisement will reach everyone so by con-
stantly publicizing your team and by chang-
ing the methods ever so often, you should
hope to constantly be in the minds of some of
your local community.

By changing your methods one month you
may reach lﬁe doctors and the next the
school kids and in the next possibly the
homemakers. REACT benefits from all seg-
ments of the community. No ad or public
relations message can be developed that will
meaningfully reach each and every group in
your community.

Just look at the print or TV ads for a spe-
cific item. The ad says one thing on TV, a
different on radio and still a different in
print. The idea is that the name of the item is
constantly being put before the community.

Consider that each of your team members
is a salesman for your REACT team and one
of his duties is to sell the name of REACT
nationwide and to additionally sell the name
of your local team. Put your salesmen to
work every day in everything they do, but
more specifically when your team is involved
in a local community activity. This is where
you should be able to really hit your com-
munity with the big stuff.

When you set up a command post for a
walk, you usually set up very close to where
the sponsors set up registration, close to
where the parents bring their children to
sign in, where the local community leaders
come to be involved or sce who clse is
involved. You might say you have the com-
munity coming to you.

Why not advertise/publicize REACT by
having a small table with your handouts
available and more importantly a capable
spokesman to answer those guestions that
will be asked. Or, is your team only inter-
ested in the radio communications aspect of

(Continued on page 14)



Publicizing REACT continued . . .

the event and could care less if any questions
et answered

If you put on an activity with its only task
being to get the word out about REACT and
your local tcam, how many community bead-
ers and interested citizens do you think
would attend?

Whenever you have the capability of using
an associated captive audience that someone
clse has taken the effort to put together, use
it. Remember, everything you as a REACT
member do is really pobicizing REACT
Make the most of all occasions,

We got a call 2 week or 30 ago from Phil
Treglia, 76 W. Fairview Ave., Valley Stream,
NY 11580, asking bow he could reach editors
of the various papers to inquire into their
subscription rates, etc

Phil is with team CO47 in New York and
would appreciate subscription info 1o his
above address

Robert M. Riechel
Publicizing REACT Column
P O Box 563

San Bruno, CA 94066-0563

PUBLICIZING REACT
By Rom McCracken

Radio Shack, lony, a friend of REACT in
the U.S.. has now lent its support to Cana-
dian REACT Teams

The Canadian 1988 Radio Shack catalog
describes the REACT monitoring program
on its contents page. As customers refer to
that page, it is kkely they will notice the
REACT information.

The familiar REACT logo also appears, on
scveral pages throughout the CB radio sec-
tion of the catalog. Thanks to Radio Shack's
interest in safety, thousands of Canadians
will become aware of REACT as they con-
sider a CB purchase.

“Radio Sra‘&'s gesture will benefit every
REACT Team across Canada,” commented
Canadian REACT Director Ron McCracken,
“It represents major publicity for REACT on
a national scale

“Less obvious, but extremely important, it
is one indication of corporate confidence in
Canada’s volunteer REACT program. That
will raise Team morale, increase public accep-
tance of REACT, and inspire similar support
for REACT from other sectors.”

Creater awareness of REACT by the pub-
lic should benefit travelers and also encour-
age the formation of new Teams in Canada
That will, in turn, benefit travelers more.

“REACT Canada is deeply honored by the
Radio Shack tribute,” McCracken stated.
“We trust that it will be mutually beneficial.”

Governments

Is your Team/Council cashing in on public-
ity from government? Your highway or
tourist department likely has newsletters
that are widely distributed. So do your state/

The REACTer

provincial police.

Inquire about their including your articles
on REACT and its benefits to travelers, They
may even send a crew to cover your REACT
meeting with a photo-story.

Iavite a police speaker fog that occasion to
show readers the valuable iink between your
organizations for their sdfety.

Papers

Publicize your Team mceetings, safety
breaks, mall displays, speaking engagements,
ctc. in the free “Community Events”™ listing
your paper(s) offer(s).

Cable TV Too

Take advantage of the same PR opportun-
ity your cable TV “Bulletin Board” provides.
Get your REACT name and message into
thousands of living rooms. Change the mes-
sage regularly tokeepit fresh and interesting.

Operation Lifesaver

Issue 2 news release about your Team's
new involvement in this important rail safety

program. Play fair. Send a copy of your
release Lo coery paper, radio and TV station in
your monitoring area. Include your name
and phone number so they can contact you
for more details,

Safety Freebies

Operation Lifesaver offers your Team a
variety of items to use in its rail safety pro-
gram. Check them out. Request a supply of
those you can use. They are excellent.

Be sure to stamp or label the material with
your Team info before you distribute it at
safety breaks, etc. Get the maximum PR
benefit for your Team as you benefit the
public and Operation Lifesaver.

Hot Tip?

Do you have a hot PR tip? Share what has
worked for your Team. This is your PR
column. Send us your contributions. Send us
your guestions,

Council Events

The Pennsylvania Council of REACT be-
stowed an award from the American Radio
Relay League of Newington, Connecticut.

This award was presented for our main-
taining 100% membership in the ARRL for
the calendar year of 1987, PECC and PCRT

are proud of the recognition received from
the ARRL for maintaining the 100% partic-
ipative membership in the league.

With more than 300 affiliated associations,
only 30 have been recipients of this year's
award.

The

American Radio Relay League

PRESENTS

TIHIS CERTIFICATE
OF ACIHIIEVEMENT TO

A

100% ARRL CLUB

PENSYLVANIA ENERGENCY COMPRMICATIONS COUNCIL AMATERS (LIS

ia recognition of outstanding perfermance

in maintaining League membership over and

sbove the minimum regquirements esetadlished
by the ARRL Board of Directeors.
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‘‘Listening is only
half the fun.
Popular Communications

is the other half.”’

SRR MY AL ASSuAT vt
- LT R
”» .

Published
Monthly

1 year 12 Issues. .... $16.00
2 years 24 Issues. .. .$31.00
3 years 36 Issues. . . .$46.00
Canada/Mexico—one year $20.00,
two years $39.00, three years $58.00.
Foreign—one yoear $22.00, two years
$43.00, three years $64.00. Foreign
Air Maill—one year $75.00, two years
$149.00, three years $223.00.
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Broadcasting In Argentina—
Motsages To The World!

Far and away the best and most widely read mag-
azine for the listening enthusiast. See for your-
self.Send check ormoney orderfor $2.40 postage
and receive three recent issues of Pop’Comm by
First Class Mail.(Sorry,nochoiceofissuesin this
special sampling offer. Offer void outside U.S.A.)
Mail to:

Popular Communications Sampler
76 North Broadway
Hicksville, New York 11801

Be sure to include your name and address!



Announcing the Third-quarter K-40 Award
Winners! The Awards and Recognition Task
Group had 6 individuals and 3 Teams to
consider for the Third-quarter 1987 awards.
The Task Group had to select one individual
and one Team as winners. Each winner
r«d‘:o a plaque and $100 from K-40 Elec-
tronics.

INDIVIDUAL WINNER

The individual winner, Edward Howell, is
a member of Rainier REACT Radio Watch
#3366 and lives in Sumner, Washington. He
has monitored 5,447 hours, attended 23 out
of 24 Team meetings, and 2 out of 2 Council
mectings in the last 12 months.

Edward has worked 4 out of 4 Safety
Breaks, 2 out of 2 parade projects and 3 out of
3 community charity fund-raising projects.
Heis the Team's Executive Secretary and the
editor of the newsletter. Edward is 69 years
young.

INDIVIDUAL RUNNERS-UP
May Andes Azells E. Tingler
Decatur, linois Roancke, Virginia

Dewey Watkins [ll  Kenneth T. Mezger
Washington, D.C.  Washington, D.C.
TEAM WINNER

The Team award goes to San Angelo
REACT Association #3387 of San Angelo,
Texas. Twenty-two Team members out of
30 r:ii’stued attended Team meetings. San
Angelo REACT is a busy Team. For example,
in April 1987 they worked three events for a
total of 111.5 man hours, all on the same day
In May they were busier yet: the members
worked a total of 483 man hours on special

rojects ranging from the Memorial Safety
greal: to a fund-raising concert; they akso
assisted the police department during severe
flooding. June, their busiest month, saw
Team members putting in 1030.5 hours by
conservative estimates. One project was the
Fiesta del Concho, 3 week-Jong event. Dur-
ing part of the Fiesta the Team works 24
hours a day

TEAM RUNNERS-UP
Vandburgh County  Lancaster County
REACT REACT Team »#C130
Evansville, Indiana Lancaster, PA

K-40 Quarterly Award Winners receive $100

lus a nice plaque. All are automatically eligi-
gk for the Annual Award of the $500 Super
K-40 Trophy and paid expenses to the con-
vention. g‘o enter the K-40 Contest you
must use the entry form provided periodi-
cally to your Team through the Team Tepics or
contact REACT Headquarters.

The REACTer

Kansas REACT Council President John Blaker witnesses Kansas Governor Mike Hayden

signing proclamation.

November, for REACTers at least, is more
than turkey, snow, and getting ready for
Christmas. Itis REACT MONTH. Itis a time
to “announce” REACT to the world.

REACT Teams work hard to get this done.
One result of all their work is proclamations
from all levels of government. Below is listed
some of the Teams who have shared the
results of their hard work with Headquarters.

8 #2620 Oklshoma Countv REACT, Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma, received a proc-
lamation from Oklahoma City. The
Team was also featured in an article
appearing in a local newspaper, The Daily

[ahoeman

® Oklahoma State REACT Council from
the state of Oklahoma.

® 23722 Davis County REACT, Layton,
Utah, from the city of Layton.

® Utah State Council of REACT from the
state of Utah.

® 24637 Zumbro Valley, Dodge Center,
Minnesota, from the cities of Owatonna,
Kasson, and Mantorville. The Team was
also the focus of a newspaper article
about REACT.

@ #C733 Lincoln Railsplitter REACT, Lin-
coln, lkinois, from the city of Lincoln.

W 24685 Butler County REACT, Butler,
Pennsylvania, from the city of Butler.
The Team was the subject of an article
in their local newspaper, The Buller Eagle.

® #C-22 Hagerstown REACT, #2833 Cas-
cade REACT, and #4086 Hotline REACT

—_—

(Maryland) from Washington Cc;unly.
Maryland.

8 #2974 Dickenson County REACT, Haysi,
Virginia, from the town of Clintwood.

8 #4651 Hamilton-Mercer REACT, Ham-
ilton Square, New Jersey, from the
township of Hamilton.

8 2C375 Wabash Valley REACT, Terre

Haute, Indiana, from the city of Terre
Haute.

® Ceorge Count{‘REACT . Lucedale, Mis-
sissippl, from the city of Lucedale.
W 24208 Sedgwick County REACT, Wich-

ita, Kansas, from the city of Wichita and
Sedgwick County.

President Wilbur Goldhammer and Squad Leader

Deorald Dooley receive proclamastion Mayer
Peter Andrews for Tm: nC733 b-tdu,';:w
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COLUMN 9 — WHERE THE REACTion IS YOURS

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT
REACT INSURANCE

Genllemen:

I am looking for information al this time,

Is there an age limit for members as they are vol
covered by the insurance of members 70 years and over?

Dees the Team lability imsurance carried by the
Team, sohich they (Team) pay twith membership, cover
the older members?

If 70 years plus members want fo be active members
why can’t they be covered by all insurance, | am a
member of the Douglas Peets Team of Potsdam,

Hope vou can answer my inquiries.

Sincerely,
Earl K. Belfiuger
Norfolk, NY

Our lability bonding insurances do not
have age limits so all paid members are
covered regardless of their age.

The optional accidental death and dismem-
berment and disability insurance has an age
limit for its coverage amounts. Those 62 or
older have a reduced amount paid under the
policy. This pertains more to the death and
disability benefit.

Ron Mayes
General Manager

More Insurance Information

Liability Insurance Coverage
QUESTION: If HHREACT Member)am driving my
oehicle and stop lo help a motorist swith car trowble does
the liability coverage prolect me? After all | am helping
as a REACT Memlber, right??

ANSWER: According to REACT's general
liability policy, operation of motor vehicles is
excluded from coverage.

The policy states: “We won't protect against
claims for harm that results from use, main-
tenance, repair, loading or unloading of an
automobile that any insured (REACT Mem-
ber) owns or operates or is rented to or
loaned to any insured (REACT Member).
CASE EXAMPLE: A REACT Member
stopped his car behind a disabled vehicle on
the roadway, turned on the car’s flasher
:::‘:\Is, and went to the disabled car to offer

p.

All occupants were moved to the side of
the road and soon thereafter a third vehicke
struck the REACTer’s vehicle from behind.
The third vehicle's driver later sued the
REACTer Member for damages. A claim was
made to REACT insurance which declined
coverage.

POSSIBLE SOLUTION: REACT Members
can carry personal vehicle liability insurance
coverage which would cover them in the
above example case. Many states also roguire
such insurance.

1988
DUES ARE DUE
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QUESTION: Can REACT Mombers er Tewms have
a copw of the original Liakility policy.

ANSWER: Because of the extreme complex-
ity and bulk (100 or more pages) of the origi-
nal policy, it is not available to Teams. Albert
H. Wohlers has prepared a short version of
the policy which is available to Teams of
REACT International.

Additionally, we copiced this short version
in the REACTer (Marchl/April ‘86 issue) for
your benefit,

Specific questions about policy coverages
can be answered by Albert H. Wohlers 1-
800-323-2106. This is also the same number
to call for certificates of insurance needed for
REACT event coverages.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Because of recent changes
ininsurance regulations and state laws affect-
ing our policy, there will be changes made in
our original policy for 1988. The basic cover-
age will remain the same. However, we will
be forwarding new information to Teams
and will note the changes in the REACTer by
May, we hope.

LETTERS WE LIKE TO GET
Dear Mr. Mayes:

On behalf of Area 22 Texas Special Olym-
pics. | am writing to express my thanks and
appreciation o the hard work and gencrosity
of Brazoria County REACT 2088, Unit 35,
Without this fine group of volunteers, our
last several tournaments would have been
far less than perfect.

Mr. Tom Houston and Mr. Allan Tyler,
together, have recruited and organized for
Special Olympic events a number of REACT
members who work tirelessly to manage
traffic low, people flow and communication
between venues. Every REACT volunteer is
friendly, helpful and genuinely interested in
the success of the tournament. That is an
Area Director’s dream come true.

Thank you for providing us with such fine
individuals. We in Special Olympics, and
especially in Area 22, salute REACT as some
of our finest volunteers.

Sincerely,

Linda |. Loepfel
Area 22 Director
Special Olpympics Texas

Have a question about REACT?
Have a letter you would like to share?
Write the REACTer,

242 Cleveland, Wichita, Kansas 67214.

#C373 REACT of the Golden Gate, San Brune,
California, display their Team bamner for the first
time. Their booth af the Street Fair was a big success.

#4525 Kankakee Valley REACT, Knox,
Indiana, has been a Team of 5 members for
the last 4 years. President of our Team, Tom
Singleton, has devoted a great deal of time,
effort as well as personal expenses to better
the REACT objectives. in the past 4 years he
has done more than the fair share of one
member. Sure all members take partin what-
ever is done, but Tom goes beyond that. He
alone has spent several hours painting and

constructing signs to put up on the high-
ways, so that motorists would know that we
are here. Tom is in the farming industry, and
as you may know, has very little time to
spare, but he always manages time to help.

We are not able to engage in many activi-
ties, but once a year we do manage to hold a
fund raiser for the group. The fair runs for
one week. Tom is there the entire time. He
had donated corn and other materials to this
project.

If it weren't for Tom Singleton, | person-
ally do not think that our county would have
a REACT team at all. Tom deserves a lot of
credit in all that he has done for our group
and for REACT.

#Co022 Hagerstown REACT, Hagerstown,
MD, was mentioned in 2 newspapers, Hagers-
toon Morwing Herald and Hagerstoron Daily Mail.
These papers have a readership of more than
150,000 people. The article that appeared on
the first page of the Jocal news section of our
2 papers featured member John Spessard,
Af‘::r a "Good Samaritan” answered John's
call for helpon a CB, he decided he wanted to
get involved in a community service that
would help others. Eleven years ago he
joined our Team. Today he is one of our 5
coordinators.




| Want to host
REACT International
Convention in 1990?

Roanoke, VA, in ‘88, Wisconsin in ‘89;
and in 1990 the REACT International
Convention could be in your town—if
your town is west of the Rocky Mountains!

Talk it over with your members who
have attended 3 REACT International
Convention. Teams andlor Councils can
host the convention. All it takes is man-
power, determination, hard work, organ-
ization, a good Jocation—and a desire to
mect and enjoy people from all over who
have interests similar to yours with whom
you can share, learn and make lasting
friendships

The Convention Site Selection Task
Croup looks forward 10 receiving your
requests for Convention Bid Forms. The
deadline for submitting completed bids is
April 1, 1988,

Contact:

Barbara Chuven, Chairman

Convention Site Selection Task
Croup

P.O. Box 928

Ormond Beach, Florida 32074

Phone: (904) 673-1000

WRITE THE REACTER AND LET US KNOW WHAT YOU LIKE,

WOULD LIKE TO SEE, YOUR FAVORITE COLUMN, WHAT YOU

DON'T LIKE, YOUR LEAST FAVORITE, ETC.
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
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ALAMO’S

Association Membership Program

Pontiac Grand Am

or similar Midsize Car
$2 95 apay can

Sl 1995 for Details,
For Reservations:

57 DAY RENTAL

« Call Toll Free 1-800-732-3232
* Request Plan Code “BY™

* You Must use your Association
ID Number

Alamo
Rent ACar
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* Vakd January 2 - March 31, 1988

* Must be in conjunction with “BY" Rates

« Limit one coupon per rental

* Valid for Compact car or hagher

* Blackout periods do :fpl)'

= Not vald m Flonda, Hawaii, Denver,
Salt Lake City, Reno

Unlimited Free Mileage

Fury NATIONWIDE FLA &HAWAN
‘ﬂ'.:‘ Dutly | Weekly | Datty | Weekly
towory | %28 | *99%| 22 | 79
Copen | *30 F119%] %24 | *89"
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GRADE COUP
One Category — Example: Compact to Midsize
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SKILL PAYS

S

LONG DISTANCE REACT AID... 2,500 Miles Away!

“Emergency ... any station ... problem. ..
couple holding cach other up . . . mile marker
188

Saturday, December 12, 4:45 o.m. EST, a
REACT Lake Simcoe 4270 monitor hears
this broken call on CB Emergency Channel 9.
1 he lady's voice is loud and clear, but inter-
mittent. The monitor moves to the radio,
hoping the caller will repeat her message.

“Break Channel 9. Any law enforcement
agency ... 1-84 ... turquoise car ... rest area
... Sure enough she did it, and this time the
Ontario REACT er— 2,600 miles away —heard
more of the vital details so necessary to
rendering aid.

& CALENDAR OF EVENTS {5

FEBRUARY 16-18: The 27th Annual
State Emergency Management Con-
ference, sored by the Texas Div-
ision of Emergency Management, at
the Austin La Mansion Hotel.

MARCH 4-5: ASTM organizational
meeting on Search and Rescue at the
Adams Mark Hotel in St. Louis, MO
(314/241-7400). This meeting concerns
a proposed new ASTM voluntary stand-
ards development activity on Search
and Rescue. The following general
areas have been identified as needing
standards development: Equipment and
Uses, Organization and Management,
Personnel Training and Education,
Search Operations and Techniques,
Rescue Operations and Techniques,
and Terminology. For more informa-
tion contact Wendy Dyer at (215)
299-5526.

MARCH 5: Texas State REACT Coun-
cil meeting, hosted by Bell County, at
the Ponderosa Inn, S. 31st Street &
Loop 360, Temple at 10:00 a.m. For
more information contact Jerry Jenni-
son (915) 942-0632.

MARCH 20: New Jersey Council of
REACT Teams meeting at Hamilton
Township, hosted by Hamilton-
Mercer.

=
APRIL 10: Kansas State REACT Coun-
cil meeting at the Western Sizzlin in
Salina, KS.

APRIL 20-22: National Land Mobile
Expo, sponsored by Commumications
magazine. Las Vegas Convention Cen-
ter, Las Vegas, NV. For information
call Kathy Kriner at (303) 220-0660.

-

MAY 15: New Jersey Council of
REACT Teams meting at Maywood,
hosted by North Jersey.

*...Hermiston ... OSP ... California
plates .. westbound rest area ... “ This lady
knew her emergency CB procedure. Perhaps
she had visited a REACT Safety Break or
heard a REACT speaker somewhere. Per-
haps someone had given her a CLIP card or
REACT litter bag at some time

Even though she did know how to use her
CB to best advantage in an emergency, and
the REACTer could now go to work assist
her, she could not hear any replies.

The National Geographic Atlos listed only one
Hermiston in the U.S. fortunately. It was in
O;"cgon. thus the “O. S. P." reference in her
call.

Next, the Gousha Rond Atlas confirmed that
Hermiston is on 1-84. This excellent atlas
showed exit numbers, and even the rest area
at mile 185 westbound.

Now to the telephone directory. It gave
the area code for Oregon as 503, The 503
Information Operator found an O.S.P. office
right in Hermiston and provided the number.

A long distance operator completed the
COLLECT call to Hermiston O.S.P. The
officer hesitated to accept the call, but quickly
agreed when told it was an emergency.

O.S.P. were unaware of the incident al-
though ten to 15 minutes had elapsed since
the first CB call—~ample time for other closer

o)
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monitors 1o alert them

Did no one else hear the call? Did others
hear, but ignore it? Did others hear, but not
know what to do?

Does your Team train its members to acl
on any call, regardless of distance, when they
hear adequate details? Police will appreicate
your “long distance” help and gain new
respect for REACT in the process. Such calls
are easy to handle and offer tremendous
satisfaction to the REACTer involved

The public relations value to your Team of
such a call is also very great. It catches medw
interest since it is unusual. Be sure to include
it in a Team news release.

Perhaps you could make it the subject of
special news release. Stress the safety value
of CB radio when used corraily

Contrast your “long distance” success with
your Team’s many local “lost™ calls. You
Team does tally "lost” calls, doesn’t it? They
also can bring you considerable publicity
from their shock value to the media.

REACT Lake Simcoedoesn’t know the
outcome of its Oregon call. The caller possi
bly requested an ambulance so the situatior
m.nJ' have been quite serious. Hopefully, i
had a happy ending, thanks to fast action b
REACT ... from 2,500 miles away.

Send subscriptions to:
Dwight E. Allen, RR 2, Oregon, IL. 61061
Phone (815) 652-4555
ISSN: 0145-6806
For the news and stories behind the news, jamboree listings, reports
and photos, FCC news; US subscriptions: 1 year $10, 2 years $18,
3 years $25.
Canadian subscriptions: 1 year $12, 2 years $22, 3 years $30,
in US currency.
Other foreign subscribers $25 per year,
all foreign US currency sent first class land.

Single Copy $1.00

Enclosed find $
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FOR MORE INFORMATION,
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Zip (5 plus 4)
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Midland CB Announces
Limited Edition

Gold Power Max

KANSAS CITY, MO — Midland Interna-
tional has introduced a limited edition Gold
Power Max CB radio as part of its celebration
of the 30th anniversary of Citizens Band
radio,

The professional class 40-channel CB
transceiver, model 77-250G, has 24 KT gold-
covered knobs and special gold lettering and
accents on both the radio and the micro-

one. The limited edition also features new

igh-intensity amber readouts and an all
black, high-tech face.

In addition to its special features, the Gold
Power Max offers the industry’s most ad-
vanced CB technology. An all new transmit-
ter with high level modulation provides out-
standing talk power. A tuned dual gate Mos
Fet RF amplifier improves signal to noise
ratio for excellent sensitivity. A highly selec-
tive dual conversion superheterodyne receiv-
er with crystal and ceramic filtering offers
superb adjacent channel rejection.

e unit also features ETR frequency con-
trol for pinpoint channel accuracy; switcha-
ble ANL to eliminate reception background
noise; a switchable Dynamic Noise Filter to
cut high level engine noise; seven-stage,
multi-colored SIRF/Modulation/SWR elec-
tronic metering: variable microphone gain
control; variable RF gain control; an SWR
calibration system to monitor antenna per-
formance; instant Channel 9 and 19 memory
access; and a slide-in, slide-out mounting sys-
tem with 30° vertical and horizontal adjust-
ment capability.

The special Gold Power Max is a limited
edition for 1988. Suggested retail price is
$279.95.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CIRCLE NO. 4 ON CARD.

Team Events

#C480 Summit County REACT, Akron,
Ohio, mourns the death of our friend and
long-time member, Vernon “Dutch” Dague.
Dutch worked closely with Frank Travis, one
of the founders of our Team. He was Opera-
tions Officer for many years and was elected
President for 3 years in the late '70s. After
retirement as a tire builder he spent all his
timeon REACT projects, maintaining equip-
ment and vehicles, and in meetings to help
promote REACT. Dutch was 80 years young.

The REACTer

M-902 MN-900 M-904
“New Breed” of Mobile CB
Antennas

CLEVELAND, OHIO — Concurrent with
the 30th anniversary of CB (Citizens Band)
two-way radio, a new line of high-perfor-
mance, high-style CB antennas called "Black
Stallions,” including two models that look for
ali the world like cellular phone antennas, is
being offered by The Antenna Specialists Co.

Model M-900 features the company’s Quick
Grip™ professional trunk lip-mounting hard-
ware that requires no hole drilling and totally
conceals the cable.

Additional Black Stallion models include
an “On-Class™® version (Model M-906) re-
sembling the most popular cellular antenna;
a Quick-Grip trunk mount featuring a con-
ventional CB whip configuration (Model
M-902); and a similar conventional model,
M-904, featuring a powerful magnet mount
base. In line with current automotive trends,
all stainless steel parts including whips have a
black DURA-COAT™ finish to create the
new “Black Stallion” contemporary appear-
ance.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CIRCLE NO. 5 ON CARD.

Member James Macowe (communications officer)
gives prospechive neso Member his card and phone
number while Team President John Chrislensen
lends support.

New Products Section 'REACT Payback / continued

asked, so [ told her who | was and why [ was
calling. She replied, “That's Greg not Chuck.
He was supposed to be back here by now.”

I realized it was the trouble-maker, Greg.
Solwas now in a tizzy . ..do I leave him stuck
or do | carry on . . . several things came to
mind . .. largued with myself debating what
to do.

I called for Chuck, and Greg's voice came
back to me saying, “Y-Yes. | shoulda told you
to tell |her] to have her husband bring me the
two come-alongs and come out Route 60
toward Hopewell and they would meet me
along the highway.”

“Now’'s my chance,” | thought. "Greg, |
know who you are and I don't know whether
I should be doing YOU this ‘huge favor.”
(pause) “Yeah, | know | gave you guys a bad
time for a long time,” the voice came back,
“but | haven't bothered you lately.”

[ replied, “Yes, you sure did. And we have
noticed that you have been good for a couple
of months. You know, Greg, we are all
volunteers and we try to help people who
need help, just like YOU need it now. We
don't want or need anybody doing what you
have done in the past.”

“Yeah, | know now and I'm sorry,” he
replied.

I told him Okay and to stand by and |
would call her back. Having done so, | called
Greg back to inform him that the man was
on the way.

He said, “Thanks a lot. Really I'm sorry.
Thanks a lot.” ‘

Very emphatically and proudly I told him
“Okay, Greg. this is KER 6302 United Valley
REACT Unit #2 clear, standing by."

This happened in March of 1985 and to
this day we have not been bothered by him.

United Valley REACT Inc.
Team 2141
Beaver County, Pennsylvania

Team Events

#C332 Herndon REACT, Herndon, Virgin-
ia, participated in the annual Fairfax Fall Fes-
tival on October 10. The annual affair usu-
ally attracts artists, craftsmen, and vendors
from Maryland, District of Columbia, Penn-
sylvania, West Virginia, and the County of
Fairfax, Virginia. We were invited toset upa
REACT “Publicity Booth.”

<= We put together and manned a booth with

REACT brochures and free gifts of REACT
litter bags to all who stopped by our display.
We exhibited photographs showing Hern-
don REACT"s work and accomplishments. It
was an excellent way of bringing REACT to
the public as well as recruiting new members
to our organization. Through our efforts we
were fortunate to talk to some new prospec-
tive members. It was an enjoyable 8 hours
talking with the public. [t has been estimated
that this year a record crowd of 75,000
attended the festival.
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— 1988 CONVENTION IS ONLY 7 MONTHS AWAY —

That's right! It’s not too early to start talk-
ing about the 1988 REACT International
Convention to be hosted by the Common-
wealth of Virginia REACT Council, Inc,

This is the best opportunity for new
REACT members to attend a convention.
For those members who have not attended 2
convention, be assured that, after you attend
one convention, you will want to keep on
going every year. Besides the fabulous accom-
modations that are available each year, at-
tendees will find out how REACT Interna-
tional operates, talk to the members of the
Board of Directors, talk to other REACT
members from across the continent and, best
of all, make new friends.

Wisconsin REACT Council, the 1989 Con-
vention host, has appropriately adopted
“Family Reunion™ as their Convention theme
It is 50 true, because we are all members of
one big family.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

The registration for the Convention (post-
marked Ma! 15, 1988) is $60. This
imlude:niyout ditty bag” a Convention

to Banquet tickets. The Life Mem-
hip Dinner, bus trip, etc. are extra.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

The Hotel Roanoke is a 4-star hotel, located
in the Roanoke Valley and has been a land-
mark in Roanoke since 1882.

The hotel rooms are $49 per night for a
double, with an additional $7.50 per person
(i.e., $64 for 4 people.) Suites are available for
larger parties, which can be affordable if
done right.

There are RV campsites nearby, and less

expensive hotels/motels, too. However, it is
best to stay at the hotel so that it will be
convenient if you need to get something
from your room, change dlothes, and be close
toall of the action. Also, the more rooms that
we can occupy, the lower the cost of the
convention (e, Hospitality Room, Board
Room, etc.)
Hotel Roanoke reservations:
1-703-343-6992
1-800-336-9684 USA
1-800-542-5898 (in Virginia)

GETTING THERE

Roanoke is accessible via car, plane, or bus.
Due to its proximity, many of the REACT
members who are planning to drive to the
convention will be able to view the beautiful
Blue Ridge Mountains, Allegheny Moun-
tains, Shenandoah National Park, and the
George Washington National Park and Forest.

For those who want 1o get the best view
and take a little Jonger to get to Roanoke—
travel the Blue Ridge Parkway. But . . plan
on it taking extra time

Complete and send in this registration form today!
FEm - ----- SHORT FORM - -

10 '
: O“tzcop" 1988 REACT International Convention '
1 oh© '
H 4 Hotel Roanoke, Roanoke, Virginia July 18-21 :
: PLEASE PRINT — One person per form '
I Name . - N |
1 Last Fient Middie Inain :
: Address !
1 ¥
8 Ciy State t
1 t
: Country 2ip :
1
: Team # Life Member # 1
1
: Early Registration (until May 15) $60.00 '
i Late Registration $7500 1
] Life Member Dinner $1500 1
I 1
1 1
1 1
T |
s 1
B
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Make check payable to 1988 International REACT Convention Fund
Mail to: P.O. Box 3085, Roanoke, Virginia 24015
(A more detailed information form will be provided 1o you for completion. )

Total Enclosed $

-----------------------------------J

TOURS AVAILABLE

CVRC has arranged for a particularly
special tour for convention attendees The
tour has limited seating available. It will tour
to Natural Bridge (one of the Seven Wond-
ers of the World). University of Virginia
Campus at Charlottesville; and Monticel-
lo~~home of Thomas Jefferson.

The cost of $48 includes all admission
fees, lunch, dinner, and the scenic ride.
Other pre-convention and post-convention
aclivities are being planned.

The Virginia REACT Council is making a
good attempt at making this the best Con-
vention ever, $0 don't miss it!

Plan to attend so you can see what is
really meant by Southern Hospitality

e N

CONVENTION SCHEDULE HIGHLIGHTS
Sunday, July 17

Registration — Noon-4:30 p.m.
Pre-Convention Activities — All Day
Exhibits — Open 1-4:30 p.m.

Hospitality — Open 7 am.-1 am. daily

Monday, July 18
Registration — 9-11:30 a.m.
Opening Session — 1:30 p.m
Group Picture — 330 p.m.
Task Group Meetings — 4:15p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Life Membership Dinner — 6 p.m.
Exhibits Open — 9 am.-11 a.m.;
330 p.m.-%p.m.
Tuesday, July 19
General Session — 8:30 a.m.

Task Group Meetings — 10:15 a.m.-
11:15 a.m.

Group Tour — 11:30 a.m.
Exhibits Open — 146 pm.

Wednesday, July 20

Ceneral Session — 8:30 a.m.
Round Robins — 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Workshops — 2-5 p.m.

Exhibits — 1-6 p.m

Thursday, July 21

Workshops — 8:30-11:30 a.m.,

Exhibits — 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Open Board Mecting = 1:30 p.m,

Cocktail Party — 7.00 pm.

Banquet — 800 p.m,
Entertainment Follows

Friday, July 22

Convention Review — 9:30 a.m,
Post Convention Activities — All Day

MORE DETAILS WILL BE FOLLOWING
IN FUTURE I1SSUES OF THE REACTER.




REACT COOPERATION WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES IS IMPORTANT

In less than a minute after phoning 911,
the scanner came to rest on Raleigh 5, the
county channel. “Raleigh 5 to Knightdale
PD, be advised a 10/55, 64 Highway, inbound,
last seen 4 miles east of Neuse River, white
top, brown late model Lincoln. North Caro-
lina Boy Tom Adam 5534. Authority Wake
County REACT."

I cannot stress cnout:'thc importance of
good public relations between your Team
and your county’s emergency communica-
tions personnel. When Raleigh’s 911 gets a
call from a Wake County REACT unit, there
is no wasted time btween the call and the
dispatch. Each 911 board operator has a copy
of our Team’s roster, with unit numbers,
names, and phone numbers, as well as a
county map marked with the exact location
of caJ\ Wa{e County unit. The same infor-
mation is also provided to the state commun-
ications centers and to each law enforcement
agency in the county,

A lot of time and effort was involved in
establishing a professional rapport with law
enforcement agencies and county communi-
cations personnel. But, when a two- or
three-minute delay may make the difference
between life and death, the words “Thank
you REACT, we will dispatch immediately,”
makes the effort well worth it.

According to Raymond D. Whitehurst, Jr.,
shift supervisor for the North Carolina State
Warning Pointand T C Highway Patrol
Communications, REng Is just mentioned
in communications school,

It is the responsibility of each individual
REACT Team to establish its value to the
community’s law enforcement and emer-
gency personnel,

In larger cities communications are a bit
more sophisticated than in smaller towns.
Starting at the top with your county officials
is not always the best way to get known and
respected by the people you will be dealing
with on a daily basis. Talk to the board opera-
tors at 911, talk to the EMTs, the beat cop,
the sheriff's deputies, the trooper on the
highway, as well as the chief of police, sheriff
and director of emergency communications.

Most emergency and law enforcement
groups will be happy to have you speak at a
gathering of their personnel. Especially, if
you can provide them with specific facts and
information on how your Team can be of
value to them and the community in general.

Don't expect your county’s law enforce-
ment and emergency personnel to know an
more about your team than what you te
them and show them you can do.

Ray Wilkinson
Wake County REACT
Knightdale, NC

Pictured
Paxl Smith, Wake County REACT 404.

#C332 Herndon REACT, Vienna, Virgin-
ia, received an invitation for the Team's
officers to meet Judith Carcia, a finalist in
NASA's Teacher in Space Program. Attend-
ing the social were members of the Vienna
Town Coundil, Fairfax County supervisors
and local business men and women from the
surrounding areas. Judith Garcia was Grand
Marshal for the parade.

The Vienna of Commerce re-
quested our Team to provide safety emer-
gency radio communications for the 41st
Annual Halloween Parade scheduled for Oc-
tober 28

Fifteen members of the Team covered the
entire parade route for the two hours with a
fixed base station at the Vienna Town Hall
Police Station. The communications van was
set up as net control at the half way point of
the parade. The Vienna Chamber was pleased
with the entire operation and requested our
services for their 1988 Halloween Parade.

The Grealer Vienna Chamber of Comumerce holds its
415t Annual Parade with a special social event prior
to the Pictured (left to right); James MacCue,

REACT commumications officer; John Web-

parade chairperson:
fimalisi; and Joks Chritensen, preside=t of Herredon
REACT G332 Inc.

#2515 Federal City REACT, Washington,
D.C., announced that on November 14 Rich-
ard "Scotty” McDew, Team President, was
voted Sgt. at Arms of the Maryland State
Council of REACT Teams during their Coun-
cil meeting. Mr. McDew's appointment
becomes effective January 1, 1988,

The REACTer

We also held our elections at our December
12 Team mecting. All officers were re-
clected to office for 1988, They are: Presi-
dent, Richard “Scotty™ McDew; Vice Presi-
dent, Dewey Watkins llI: Secretay, James M.
Hen;ieuon; and Treasurer, Walter A. Jack-
son Jr.

(left 1o right): Charlie Pearce, Wake County REACT 415; Nerth Carolina 1 rooper DA. Bass; and

Bill Nolan of #C109 Prince William REACT bresws
coffee for molorists at the Team’s Labor Day Safely

#C109 Prince William REACT, Wood-
bridge, Virginia, served about 4,300 motor-
ists at their Labor Day weekend Safety
Break. There were a few motorists who
stated, "1 look forward to stopping In each
year to say ‘Hello." We'll see you again next
year.”

Motorists have been “seeing” the Team
m?' Memorial Day and Labor Day week-
end for 15 years at the same location. Begin-
ning in 1972 the owner of Montclair Texaco
Service Station in Dumfries, Virginia, has
provided the site, water, and electricity for
the Team’s Safety Breaks.

Among the motorists was a local reporter
who ran an article and photo in the Poloma¢

Nrws newspaper.

#3206 Richmonds County REACT, Ham-
let, North Carolina, found when all else fails,
there is GMRS. On Friday, June 5 at 11:15
a.m. the telephone for Berdell Christie was
being replaced. She asked Teammate Jocelyn
Goodwin, Team President, to stand by with
her on the GMRS while her phone was being
stalled.

The reason for the helpis that Mrs. Chris-
tie is totally blind. Her husband, Frank, was
at work. Frank is also totally blind and works
as a cab dispatcher.

Joselyn’s voice on the GMRS gave Mrs,
Christie a comfortable feeling. Mrs. Christie
is our monitoring chairperson; Frank is her
assistant,
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Team Events

w

{«u-,munsuva&ywwwk
eddy Brake (Unit 37) of #C729 Simi Valley, Cali-
fornia, REACT provides commumication af
the intersection of Los Angeles Avenue and ;Erd

Street.
Photo courtesy of Al Shack

#C729 Simi Valley REACT, Simi Valley,
California, provided coverage for the Simi

Valley Days parade. Mickey Mouse was the
Grand Marshal who arrived from Disney-
land for the event on Saturday, September
26. “We the People” was this year’s parade
theme.

#C010 Honolulu REACT, Honolulu,
Hawaii, is congratulating member Barry
Moeller. On August 24 at 1400 hours, while
on duty, Barry heard a faint cry for help on
Channel 9. l%\llc trying to get back to the
caller, he had to keep moving his beam
antenna until he could finally get a contact
with the caller. Barry then got the caller to
calm down and speak slower.

The call was from a small 15" Boston
Whaler outboard with 5§ males aboard. The
motor had died, and they were drifting away
from the island of Oahu toward the Pacific.

He asked them to describe what they could
see around them; they were about a mile
from a fish aggregation buoy. He asked them
to paddle to the buoy and tie up; he also asked
for the buoy number or designation. With
that Barry knew they were 20 miles out to
sea and off Oahu.

Barry called Coast Guard Search and Res-
cue, giving them all the information. It took
the é(.'. launch 2% hours to reach the boat
and 3 hours to get it and its passengers back
to shore.

The only safety gear on board was the CB
radio. There were no life vests, oars, flares,
or _'e_xtn walker.h

wo weeks later Barry again picked up 2
call for help from a small boat S miles off
famous Waikiki Beach—motor dead and
woman scared. In his search for more infor-
mation he learned a large tanker was anchored
about 2-3 miles north of her. Barry went to
Channel 23, our local fishing channel, and
found a fishing boat to go to her rescue.
Barry also informed CG in case something
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went wrong with the rescue. All went well;
the small boat was towed to shore.

Barry gets about 10-15 calls a month like
this. He also handles about 50-60 traffic
emergencies a month. He monitors every
day from 4 p.m. to 11 p.m.

People like this make it all happen. Keep up
the good work, Barry.

#C322 Allen County REACT Lima, OH,
was featured in an article with photo in our
local paper. Our Team was presented a spe-
cial achievement award by Lt. Karl Saddzt;.
commander of the Lima post of the Ohio
Highway Patrol. Lt. Saddler referred to us as
“our eyes and ears.”

With this award we became the first Ohio
REACT group to receive a Special Achieve-
ment award from William Denihan, director
of the Ohio Department of Highway Safety,
for furthering highway safety. In the past we
have twice received certificates of commen-
dation, the only non-law enforcement agency
in Ohio to be so honored.

24643 Maricepa County REACT, Peroia,
Arizona, and REACT in general were the
subjects of a newspaper write-up. A picture
of Larry Biddle, a founding member, accom-
panied the article in the Glendale Star,

#4626 Totem REACT, Kent, Washington,
recently put an article in our local M\fﬂ
Sclerosis Society paper. We thought this
would be a good way to reach potential
members.

=2001 Gateway Area REACT, St. Louis,
Missoun, has received, in the last couple of
years, some very urgent calls concerning
objects being thrown off overpasses. Usually
it is rocks or other heavy materials. These
can and do break the truck and car windows,
causing extensive personal injury as well as
vehicle damage.

On July 17, Bluford Smith, Life Member
259, received such a call: a driver, in the 1k
nois arca just cast of St. Louis, received glass
cuts severe enough that one of his cyes may
be lost. A few months ago a trucker’s wife
lost her life when glass cut her jugular vein

When the first call comes in, we do go on
Channel 12 and advise of the problem but
that is not always cnough. Mr. Smith was
advised on the 17th that at least one respon-
sible party had been caught. Not all instances
have that ending.

In some areas we are finding that police
response is slow at best; the problem arcas
generally have short-handed police forces,
making it next to impossible to got someone
into the area quickly enough to catch the
culprit. Unless the police have CB radios, we
still have response-time problems. It's ver
difficult to ask a REACTer to cover a hig
crime area. We are trying to figure out what,
if anything, can be done 1o safeguard the
motorst. If someone else has already found
one, let us know

Team President Sue Mayernik received a
letter and certificate of appreciation from the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources

On Junc 24, 1987, 1 received a call from my
Teammate, Bill Marshali. He had picked up 2
call from Northern Ontario, Canada, about a
forest fire. Due to skip conditions he was
unable to make contact

As soon as | turned my radio on, [ had a
clear copy on a gentleman advising that he
needed someone to call the Ministry of Natu-
ral Resources and report a fire around the
Armstrong area. | took the chance that my
radio signal would get back to him so [ identi-
fied. He acknowledged my signal and repeated
the message. Lasked for a more detailed loca-
tion; he replied Armstrong, Obonga Lake
area. | assured him | would get him help as
soon as possible. | did hear him advise
another gentleman that he had contacted a
REACT base and that he knew help would be

on the way.

With the commitment made | proceeded to
sohicit help, as | had in the past, through an
ATE&T operator. When Lexplained who [ was
and what the situation was, the operator was
able to get me through to the Ministry of
Natural Resources in Armstrong in short
order. The people at the Ministry were fan-
tastic and started action right awav. The only
time they faltered was when they asked for
my name and address. They were just a bit,
to say the least, surprised at the distance the
muessage had been roceived. Around the first
of July 1 received a letter from the Minestry,
thanking me for the fast action in reporting
the fire and bow it no doubt prevented very
extensive destruction of the forest area,




#
Federal Emergency Management Agency Reports
#

FEMA Announces
Videoconference schedule

WASHINGTON — The Emergency Educa-
tion Network (EENET), the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency's (FEMA)
satellite-distributed videcoconferencing net-
work for state and Jocal government fire ser-
vice and emergency management personnel,
will broadcast 15 training conferences during
1988,

EENETs first broadcast is scheduled the
first week in March. Co-produced with The
United Way, the program is designed to pro-
vide training to field managers who ate
the national Emergency Food and Shelter
Program.

Videoconferences during the year include
11 covering a wide range of subject from
hazardous materials and arson investigation
to radio logical emergency dgrtpandms and
civil defense programs. Additionally, EENET
will broadcast two video journals fo fire and
emergency management trainers, showcas-
ing various regional and local demonstration
projects, as well as a two-day hazardous
materials awareness training course co-pro-
duced with the Commonwealth of Virginia.

EENET broadcasts will use enet |,
Transponder 4 (120° West) for all activities
during the year. The videoconferences arein
the public domain and, therefore, EENET
encourages continued rebroadcast through
local cable television networks in addition to
the 7,000 local receiver sites at state and Jocal
government offices and facilities.

For more information on the following
schedule or individual videoconference pro-
grams, contact the EENET Office, National
Emergency Training Center, Emmitsburg,
Maryland 21727, telephone (301) 447-1225.

Major Disaster Declared

in Texas

On November 20, President Reagan de-
clared a major disaster existed in Texas and

A REACT Membership
Benefit

The right place

at the right price.
The pride of ownership makes
each Best Western more

anxious 1o provide guest
satisfaction. Call on us!

For reservations just call

1-800-528-1234

and operated hotels, modor invs and resorts™

and give your corporate ID number.
“Workd's lorgest chawn of independently owned

MONTH  EVENT/TELE-

1988 EENET SCHEDULE

TITLE

March 2 Conference Emergency Food and Shelter National Board Pro-
gram: A Partnership That Works

March 30 Conference Arson Investigation: A Practical Approach

April 13 Conference Legal Aspects in Emergency Management

April 26-27 Course Introduction 10 Hazardous Materials in Cooperation
with the State of Virginia (2-day Awareness Training)

May 11 Conference Organizationtal Development

May 25 Conference Health Concerns in Chemical Emergencies

June 8 Cast Emergency Management and Fire Service Training
Video Journal

June 22 Conference Parinership Against Fire

July 14 Conference National Sesame Street Fire Program

August 3 Conlerence Advanced REP Planning Issues

August 31 Conference Flood Insurance Program

September 28  Conference Executive Fire Olficer of the 1990s

ordered federal aid for victims of the severe
storms and deadly tornadocs that struck the
castern and centrol parts of the state on
November 15,

Fiftcen deaths and nearly 200 injurics
were attnbuted to the storms which swept
through 27 counties and caused varying
degrees of damage to more than 1,500 hoows,
according to state officials

FEMA, which will coordinate federal re-
covery operations, desinaled Anderson and
Cherokee counties oligible for this ad follow-
ing the declaration

Acvording to FEMA and state damage sur-
vev teams, more than 600 homes and numer-
ous businesses were damaged or destroyed

REACT No. 508920

FOR MOARE INFORMATION,
CHRCLE NO. 6 ON CARD.

The REACTer

in the designated counties, where three
deaths and more than halfl of the reported
injurics oxccurred

Major Disaster Declared in .

Puerto Rico

On December 17, President Reagan de-
clared that 2 major disaster existed in Pucrto
Rico which was struck by severe storms and
1orrential rains that began on November 24,

FEMA designated 22 municipalities for aid
and will provide temporary housing for those
whaose homes are uninhabitable, grants for
indiwviduals and familics, low-interest loans
to cover uninsured property and business
losses, and other programs to belp return the
stricken area to pre-disaster condition,

Five deaths and 50 injurics were attributed
to the storms which damaged or destroyed
muore than 4,000 homes, according to federal
and Commonweaith officials who surveyed
the area prior to the declaration.

Disaster Aid Ordered for

Arkansas Tornado Victims

On December 17, President Reagan de-
clared that a major disaster exsted in Arkan-
sas from the deadly tornado that steuck the
West Memphis area on December 14

Six deaths and more than 100 injuries
were attributed to the storm that shshed
through 15 blocks of the community, de-
stroyed at beast 120 homes and caused vary-
ing degrees of damage 10 more than 400
other dwellings, according to foderal and
state damage survey teams

FEMA, which will coordinate the federal
roveovery eperation, designated Crttendon
County cligzible for this assistance following
the doddaration,
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If you
don’t need
a CB this great,
~ we've got
sixother models
only slightly
less terrific.

ou’re looking at the Cobra 29 Plus. The top of our line. Or anybody else's, for that
Y matter. And no wonder. Electronic tuning with soft-touch controls. LED signal-
strength meter and channel display. Pushbutton noise blanker control. Instant
pushbutton access to channels 9 and 19. There's even a panel brightness button and an
antenna-trouble warning light.

And all these features and performance are wrapped in chrome and black styling so
sleek, from Paris, Texas to Rome, New York, the Cobra 29 Plus is definitely what the
well-dressed car (or truck) will be wearing this season.

There are six other models in our new Plus series. They may not 5}

have all the features of the 29 Plus, but no matter which one you

choose, they'll have something no other CB can offer: The b .
Cobra name. And that’s a plus you can't afford to be without. CO rad
To find the dealer nearest you, call 1-800-COBRA 22. DYNASCAN CORPORATION




